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Sponsored by Second Baptist Church
Be our guest and invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers 

families for all the WOWednesdays events in the months 
of June and July!

June 14th & 21st at 6:15 PM
Fountain Park

614 Kimberly Rd, WR, GA 31088 

Invite people in your communities 
to come play games, have a 

popsicle, & hear a short devotion.

July 19th at 6:00 PM
Family Skate Night

at Olympia Skate Center

622 Greenbriar Rd, WR
Admission is covered, but bring 
extra money for snacks & roller 

blade rentals.

June 28th & July 12th 
at 6:15 PM

North Peach Park
White Rd, Byron, GA 31008 

Invite people in your 
communities to come play 

games, have a popsicle, & hear 
a short devotion.

July 26th at 6:00 PM
Water Night

at Second Baptist Church

Blow up water slides, sprinkle 
park for the little ones, water 

games, and refreshments.
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[ 40 Days of ETERNAL SIGNIFICANCE ]
Week 1         
 IMPACTING ONE LIFE

  Day 1 - June 25        5
  Day 2 - June 26        6
  Day 3 - June 27        7
  Day 4 - June 28        8
  Day 5 - June 29        9
  Day 6 - June 30      10
  Day 7 - July 1      11

Week 2         
 IMPACTING OUR NATION

  Day   8 - July 2      12
  Day   9 - July 3      13
  Day 10 - July 4      14
  Day 11 - July 5      15
  Day 12 - July 6      16
  Day 13 - July 7      17
  Day 14 - July 8      18

Week 3         
 IMPACT THROUGH THE CHURCH

  Day 15 - July 9      19
  Day 16 - July 10      20
  Day 17 - July 11      21
  Day 18 - July 12      22
  Day 19 - July 13      23
  Day 20 - July 14      24
  Day 21 - July 15      25
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[ 40 Days of ETERNAL SIGNIFICANCE ]

Week 4         
 IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY

  Day 22 - July 16      26
  Day 23 - July 17      27
  Day 24 - July 18      28
  Day 25 - July 19      29
  Day 26 - July 20      30
  Day 27 - July 21      31
  Day 28 - July 22      32

Week 5         
 IMPACTING MY FAMILY

  Day 29 - July 23      33
  Day 30 - July 24       34
  Day 31 - July 25      35
  Day 32 - July 26      36
  Day 33 - July 27      37
  Day 34 - July 28      38
  Day 35 - July 29      39

Week 6         
 IMPACTING THE WORLD

  Day 36 - July 30      40
  Day 37 - July 31      41
  Day 38 - August 1     42
  Day 39 - August 2     43
  Day 40 - August 3     44
  Day 41 - August 4     45
  Day 42 - August 5     46
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Day 1: family devotion (June 25)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Encourage you to spend time with God as a family

+  Challenge you to begin a consistent time of family worship

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Psalm 27:1-14

+  David believed that he would see the “goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living!” Do you have confidence in God, even in the most difficult 
circumstances? 
 

+  How can our family serve the Lord together? How can we impact others 
for the sake of the gospel?

+  Have you stopped to consider the impact your family can have on one 
life? List three ways you can influence other families you know.

+  Are there places in your life and family where you are holding back from 
God?

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Thank God for each member of your family

+  Ask for the strength to be consistent with personal devotions and family 
worship

+  Set a consistent time each week for family devotions 
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Day 2: IMPACTING ONE LIFE (June 26)

Jesus Must Impact My Life Before I Can Impact Others

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Are you satisfied in your spiritual life?

+  Do you experience joy in your relationship with Jesus?

Luke 10:40a & 42b says, “But Martha was distracted with much serving... 
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from 
her.”

Read Luke 10:38-42. In this passage we see a stark contrast in two ladies’ 
attitudes. Martha was dissatisfied and discouraged. She was worried and 
troubled because her focus was on the tasks before her. Mary, on the other 
hand, was content and joyful. Both ladies had a relationship with Jesus. They 
were both in the same house with Him. What was the difference? Martha 
was performing for Jesus. She was working so hard for Jesus and became so 
distracted that she actually called Jesus out and told Him what to do! Mary 
was intent on being with Jesus first. He was her priority. She was submissive to 
Him. “The response to the true unveiling of the glory and the majesty of God 
is always submission” (How to Worship Jesus Christ, Carroll).

What has become a performance in your life – reading through the Bible, 
serving at church, being at church, leading your family? What must you do to 
remedy your misplaced focus? You must decide that worshipping Jesus is the 
most valuable and significant thing you can do with your life. You must repent 
and begin to treasure Jesus over every other thing. Serving the Lord is a great 
thing, but it must come as the fruit of our worship. 
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Day 3: IMPACTING ONE LIFE (June 27)

I Have No Impact On My Own

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Do you ever feel like you are just going through the motions?

+  Do you see evidence of God working in and through you?

John 15:5 says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can 
do nothing.”

Many times we operate in our own power. You may interact with your family, 
attend school, or work in your own strength. Stop for a moment and consider 
all the things you do in your own power. Don’t worry if you come up with a 
long list, it is our natural tendency to operate in our own strength. However, 
this is not the abundant life God desires for us. So many times we struggle 
through the day just trying to survive. God wants us to thrive! 

The irony of operating in our own strength is that it produces nothing of 
eternal value. We could be the most active person in the church, but if our 
activity is not fruit of the Holy Spirit it produces wood, hay, and stubble. This 
will not stand the test of time. We have one job as a follower of Christ – stay 
close to Jesus! “As we receive life from Christ, the natural, inevitable result is 
that fruit is produced in our lives” (Experiencing God Day by Day, Blackaby).  
Fruit produced by the Holy Spirit has eternal impact. If you want your life to 
count for Christ there is only one avenue to success, abide in Him.
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Day 4: IMPACTING ONE LIFE (June 28)

My Joy Impacts Others 

Questions for you to think about as you read: 

+  Would the people close to you describe you as being full of joy?

+  What can you do to cultivate joy in your life? 

Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control...”

Yesterday, we learned that we can do nothing apart from Christ. Our main 
task as a believer is to stay closely connected to Jesus and allow Him to 
produce “fruit” through us. Today we will consider the fruit of joy. Warren 
Wiersbe defines joy as “that inward peace and sufficiency that is not affected 
by outward circumstances.” It is, at the very least, difficult to have a positive 
eternal impact on another person if we are frustrated, worried, fretful, and 
discouraged. On the contrary, we are a witness to the goodness of God when 
we rise above our circumstances with joy-filled hearts. Joy sets believers apart. 
Joy in our lives preaches the faithfulness of God to an unbelieving world.

What can we do to cultivate joy? Joy is the product of a right outlook. “The 
Holy Spirit uses His Word to create joy in our hearts” (The Practice of Godliness, 
Bridges). The Word exposes and corrects sin. The Word sets our hearts and 
minds upward. The Word reminds us who God is and what He has done, 
causing us to be thankful. If circumstances never go the way we desire we can 
still be thankful. 

Joy is contagious. When we are hopeful and joyous, people take notice. We 
have great impact on others when we point to Jesus as the source of our joy. 
Our joy can and will impact others.
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Day 5: IMPACTING ONE LIFE  (June 29)

My Holiness Impacts Others 

Questions for you to think about as you read: 

+  Are you living a holy life?

+  Is your lack of holiness harming your testimony?

1 John 1:5 says, “This is the message we have heard from Him and 
declared to you; God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.” 

God is vastly different than anything we know here on earth. He is holy. He 
is absolutely perfect and altogether different than us. We are created in His 
image, but He is in a league of His own. His character is flawless! We will never 
be perfect like Him, so why pursue holiness? God’s goal for our lives is that we 
do not sin. In the process of pursuing that goal, we should sin less and less. 
When we view sin as God does, we realize that no sin should be tolerated. 
“That ‘inconsequential’ lie, that ‘just a little bit’ of dishonesty, that fleeting 
lustful look, offends our holy God and wages war against our own souls” (The 
Practice of Godliness, Bridges).

We all know from experience that when we walk in sin, when we ask God to 
step off the throne of our lives and we take His place there, we have no spiritual 
influence. As the world gravitates more toward sin, the believer should stand 
out as an alien. As we grow in the Lord and our practical holiness increases, His 
light shines brightly through us.
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Day 6: IMPACTING ONE LIFE (June 30)

My Faith Impacts Others 

Questions for you to think about as you read:  

+  Do you live daily with the same faith you had when you first believed?

+  Have you allowed circumstances to distort your view of God?

Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that 
He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 

Our response to God is always driven by faith or the lack of it. Do you believe 
God is who He says He is? Do you believe God will do what He has promised? 
One of God’s names is Yahweh, the strong one who keeps His covenant. 
Yahweh is absolutely trustworthy. Nothing can stop Him from keeping His 
word. There are times when forces outside our control can prevent us from 
keeping our word. A flat tire could make you late to a meeting or illness could 
keep you from an important event you promised to attend. We cannot always 
keep our word because we are not in control. God has never defaulted on one 
promise.

Warren Wiersbe says, “True Bible faith is confident obedience to God’s Word 
in spite of circumstances and consequences. This faith operates quite simply. 
God speaks and we hear His Word. We trust His Word and act on it no matter 
what the circumstances are or what the consequences may be.” Are you a 
faithful witness to the trustworthiness of God? Do the people closest to you 
see an unshakable reliance on God? If we are always overwhelmed by the 
circumstances around us or fearful of consequences, our witness loses power. 
Trust in Christ is the fundamental difference between a believer and a non-
believer. If we don’t walk in faith we are no different than the people around 
us, but when we are confident in God we put His character on display for all 
to see. 
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Day 7: IMPACTING ONE LIFE (July 1)

My Love Impacts Others 

Questions for you to think about as you read:  

+  Do you sacrifice for others?

+  Does the thought of God’s love for you encourage you to love others well?

Colossians 3:14 says, “And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.” 

“When Paul lists those godly traits he calls the fruit of the Spirit, he puts love 
first – very likely to emphasize its importance. Love is the overall grace from 
which all the others grow” (The Practice of Godliness, Bridges). Our love for God 
expresses itself in love toward people. If our love for God is lacking, our love 
for people will certainly be deficient. Our hearts are exposed when we are 
impatient, unkind, unforgiving, proud, boastful, envious, and self-seeking. We 
cannot love others and foster these thoughts at the same time.

How do you love the people God has placed in your life? Do you use people 
to get your way or do you look for opportunities to overlook your desires and 
serve others?

Love is patient. Love is kind. Love puts the needs of others before our own. 
Love doesn’t seek to gratify self first. Love goes the extra mile. Love gives the 
benefit of the doubt. Love is relentless in its pursuit. When people experience 
God loving them through us they cannot help but take notice. They see that 
God is a good shepherd who would leave the ninety-nine to pursue them.



12

Day 8: family devotion (July 2)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Emphasize the importance of prayer and Bible study as a family

+  Challenge you to plan a time for family prayer and Bible study

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Psalm 33:12

+  What does the word “blessed” mean in the Bible? Do you believe that 
following God faithfully can bring blessing? 
 

+  What is the best way you can pray for our country, its leaders, and our 
current political situation?

+  Do you believe that God still blesses nations? If so, how have you prayed 
for our country lately?

+  What are some specific blessings you have received from the Lord because 
He allowed you to live in the United States of America?

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray aloud and thank God for each member of your family

+  Ask God for wisdom concerning the best time for consistent family 
devotions

+  Have each family member share his or her personal testimony of salvation
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Day 9: IMPACTING OUR NATION (July 3)

Making A Difference

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Can we as individuals make a significant difference?

+  What Christlike qualities do you have?  

John 1:22-23 says, “So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I 
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, Make straight the way 
of the Lord, as the prophet Isaiah said.’”  

I believe in order to make an impact in this world we have to look inside 
ourselves. We must identify who we are as it relates to Christ. In the devotional 
entitled God is Faithful, Dr. Steve Dighton discussed three Christlike qualities 
that were prevalent in the life of John the Baptist. Jesus said, “Among those 
born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist” 
(Matthew 11:11). Let’s learn some of his qualities that we too might be more 
commendable by our Savior. Jesus thought the world of him.  

First, John was selfless. He clearly understood his mission and his role: “even 
He who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie” 
(John 1:27). 

Second, John was simple. Consider this statement: “He (Jesus) must increase, 
but I must decrease” (John 3:30). More of Jesus and less of us is always good. 
He was simple in his clothing: camel hair and a belt; his diet: locusts and wild 
honey; even his message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
(Matthew 3:2).  

Finally John was sincere. His genuineness was part of what drew people from 
throughout Galilee to beyond the Jordan. John’s selflessness, simplicity, and 
sincerity are captivating Christlike qualities.   
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Day 10: IMPACTING OUR NATION (July 4)

Salt and Light

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How can we be salt and light?

+  Is the quest for social change hopeless before we begin?

Matthew 5:13-14,16 says, “You are the salt of the earth. You are the light 
of the world. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” 

There is a great deal of pessimism around today that grips and even paralyzes 
many people. They wring their hands in hopelessness saying “everything is 
hopeless.” As believers we know there is no hope except for the hope we have 
in Jesus Christ. If we are pessimists and think we are capable of doing nothing 
in human society today, I venture to say that we are lacking faith and trust in 
God. Because we know the giver of life and hope, Jesus Christ, we should be 
the most optimistic people we know! 

Christ and His church can have an enormous influence in our world today. 
If we were sold out for Jesus Christ, and totally committed to Him, we could 
have far more influence than we do. So, away with pessimism! We are not 
powerless. We have the very power of Christ living in us. Too often, I’m afraid, 
we are shortsighted, unbelieving, and disobedient to the commission of Jesus.

In our Scripture, Jesus emphasizes the difference between Christians and non-
Christians, and He emphasizes the influences Christians ought to have. The 
distinction between the two is clear. The world, He says, is like rotting meat. 
But you are to be the world’s salt. The world is like a dark night, but you are to 
be the world’s light. This is the fundamental difference between the Christian 
and the non-Christian. If we intentionally change the way we think, and focus 
on being the salt and light, we can impact our nation in a supernatural way!
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Day 11: IMPACTING OUR NATION (July 5)

The Power of Prayer

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Is prayer that important? 

+  What hinders us from praying more?

1 Timothy 2:1-2 says, “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and 
all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, 
godly and dignified in every way.”

There is power in prayer! Do not dismiss this as being anything other than 
truth revealed in God’s Word. Prayer is an indispensable part of the Christian 
life and in the life of the church itself. And the church’s first duty toward society 
and its leaders is to pray for them. 

If there is more violence than peace, more indecency than modesty, more 
oppression than justice, more secularism than godliness, could it be that the 
church is not praying as it should? I believe that in our day-to-day activities, 
we should take with increasing seriousness the duty of praying for our leaders. 
As individuals and as a congregation we need to bow down before God and 
bring to Him our nation and its leaders, and cry to Him for intervention. Too 
often, I think, we (myself included) are more concerned about what we want 
or think we need than being concerned enough to consistently pray for our 
nation and leaders. But we are to be global Christians. We are to share the 
global concerns of our global God. We should express these concerns to Him 
as we pray.  

One of the signs that God is going to do a great work is that He begins to stir 
up His people to pray for Him to intervene. When God plans to do a great work, 
the first thing He harnesses is the power of prayer! May He find us faithful. 
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Day 12: IMPACTING OUR NATION (July 6)

The Tranforming Power of Truth

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How desperate are we for truth as a nation?

+  Without truth does anything else we do really matter?  

2 Corinthians 13:8 says, “For we cannot do anything against the truth, 
but only for the truth.”

Truth can impact our nation as much as anything else. All of us believe in the 
power of the truth in the gospel. We love to say, “For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone 
who believes” (Romans 1:16). We are convinced of the power of the gospel in 
evangelism—that it brings salvation and redemption to those who respond 
and believe in Jesus. But it isn’t only the gospel that is powerful. All God’s 
truth is powerful. God’s truth is much more powerful than the devil’s lies. Truth 
provides freedom that lies have taken away. 

My accountability partner has pointed out to me many times and I’ve come 
to realize it to be true: deception, even in the lives of professing believers, 
is Satan’s number one tool. It is astonishing how we as believers can justify 
anything and call it everything but sin. You can have five PhD’s on your wall 
and not have one ounce of wisdom. The only wisdom you’ll ever obtain is 
from the Word of God. We are so easily deceived because we spend so little 
time in God’s Word. If we are going to impact our nation with truth, we have to 
have a biblical understanding of what truth is and live it out so the world can 
see! “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
Of course it cannot; that light is the truth of God” (John 1:5).
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Day 13: IMPACTING OUR NATION (July 7)

The World is Watching

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What do you see when you honestly look in the mirror? 

+ What do others see when they look at you?

Ephesians 5:15 says, “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise 
but as wise.”

As it relates to our nation, don’t underestimate the power of example. It’s 
one thing to debate a biblical truth, but it’s altogether different for people 
to see that biblical truth lived out in our daily lives. People want to see 
genuine examples of Christ’s work in the lives of professing believers. It’s 
hard to exaggerate the influence for Christ that a godly family can be in 
their neighborhood. Neighbors should see husbands and wives loving and 
honoring one another, devoted and faithful to one another. They see their 
children growing up in the security of a loving and disciplined home. They see 
a family that “loves their neighbors as themselves.” What influence can one 
Christian nurse have in a hospital; one godly teacher in a school; one believer 
in a shop, factory, or office? What a difference for Christ only one can make.

Remember, Christians are a “watched” people. The world is watching. Our 
hope is that this watching world will see these differences in our lives and 
find them attractive. So here is the practical lesson, walk uprightly! Walk as the 
wise! Walk as He directs. Walk in His power and might. Let’s walk as influencers 
for Christ.
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Day 14: IMPACTING OUR NATION (July 8)

You Can Change the World

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What can God do with a few dedicated believers?

+  Will you be one that is willing to be used by God?

Psalm 14:2 says, “The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of 
man, to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.”

Christians have the power of group solidarity to change our nation - the 
power of a dedicated minority. According to the American sociologist Robert 
Belair, at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton University, “We should 
not underestimate the significance of the small group of people who have 
a vision of a just and gentle world. The quality of a whole culture may be 
changed when two percent of its people have a new vision.” 

This is exactly what Jesus did. He began with a group of only twelve dedicated 
men. Within a few years, Roman officials were complaining that they were 
turning their entire empire upside down. Could God use us in a similar way to 
bring about revival in our nation? 

I believe it can happen. I believe if we will commit to praying for our nation and 
to being godly examples to those around us, God can and will send revival. 
Let’s offer ourselves to God, as instruments in His hands—as salt and light to 
our world. The church can have an enormous influence for Christ.  Let’s give 
ourselves to Him, who gave Himself for us.
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Day 15: family devotion (July 9)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Create a desire for you to grow in spiritual maturity and service  

+  Challenge you to find an area of service in the church and get to work  

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Psalm 126:1-6

+  Do you genuinely believe that hard work in the Kingdom of God always 
pays off? Notice the promise in verse 6, “He…shall come home with shouts 
of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.”  

+  Although sowing may be difficult at times, the Bible promises that it will 
eventually bring joy. Have you found a place to serve in the church that fits 
your gifting, passion, and ability? 

+  Are you faithfully worshipping, growing, and serving the Lord in the local 
church where He has placed you? 

+  What areas of your life and family need to be adjusted so you can properly 
serve the Lord in His church?  

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray that God would give each family member a desire to serve

+  Ask that God would lead you to fill an immediate need in the church

+  Pray that your family would grow in maturity and service to the Lord 
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Day 16: IMPACT THROUGH THE CHURCH (July 10)

We Are The Church

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What do you think of when you hear the word church?

+  How has the church impacted your life?

Read Deuteronomy 7:6 & 1 Peter 2:9   

When the word church is mentioned, some people think of an established 
organization like a denomination of churches. Others think of a building or 
gathering place. And some may think of church as an event to attend. More 
importantly God wants us to picture church as He pictures it. 

God makes it clear through His word that He has always desired to create 
a people for Himself. A people who would love Him with all their heart 
and a people for whom He could prove Himself to be a loving, faithful, and 
awesome God. Deuteronomy 7:6 reminds us that God chose a people back 
in Old Testament times who were to follow Him. He would use them as His 
own to make His name known throughout the world. Likewise today God has 
His chosen people, the church, and deemed them as a royal priesthood… 
“that we may declare the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into 
His wonderful light.”

While the church may meet in a building and hold important events like 
a worship service, the church is much, much more. The church is the most 
important spiritual institution ever created. God’s desire for her is to be a 
picture of His loving grace to the world. We get to be a part of it all.
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Day 17: IMPACT THROUGH THE CHURCH (July 11)

We Are Family

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What do I love about my church family?

+  Is there anything in my life that hinders fellowship with my church family?

Read John 13:34-35   

When talking about the church, there is a very important Greek word that 
relates to it in scripture – koinonia. The term carries the idea of fellowship, 
sharing, and participation. It is used to describe the life the church is to share 
in Christ. Simply put, the church is a family affair, a group of people coming 
together so all can partake of our mutual faith in Christ.

The Bible makes it clear that the church’s fellowship occurs in the context of 
our assembling together. We do not get together just to hear good sermons, 
but also to form meaningful relationships that build one another up in the 
faith. The church’s fellowship is a family that reflects the relational nature of 
God. God has chosen to express His desire for fellowship with people through 
the church, a body of people that He has called out from the world to be a 
light for the world. 

Let me see if I can give you a mental picture. Let’s compare the church’s 
fellowship to logs in a fireplace. It’s hard to get just one log to burn plus one 
log doesn’t provide much warmth or last very long. But a stack of logs can 
burn for a long while and will draw people to its warmth and light. This is 
like the church that is practicing biblical fellowship. The outside world may 
never marvel at our music, programs, or practices, but when we are vividly 
demonstrating the reality and power of God’s love among us, people will be 
drawn to its light.
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Day 18: IMPACT THROUGH THE CHURCH (July 12)

We Are One

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What is the purpose of the church?

+  How is that purpose accomplished?

Read Acts 4:32-35   

I am sure you have heard the old saying that oil and water don’t mix. That’s 
true unless there is something else brought into the mix. For them to come 
together you need an emulsifier, an ingredient that can permeate the mixture 
and reach out to the water and the oil and bind them together so they don’t 
go their own way.

As the church began, a similar problem seemed to exist. The early church 
not only contained Jews and Gentiles, but also slaves and slave owners, rich 
and poor people, the educated and sophisticated alongside those from the 
backcountry. Fellowship meant that those who were once segregated and 
opposed would become one in the body of Christ. Through the work of the 
Holy Spirit, the divine emulsifier, grace, love, and acceptance became the 
norm. All of a sudden a person’s religious standing, racial background, or social 
class was no longer preeminent. The result was so profound and immense, the 
early church sent waves of change throughout the world that are still being 
felt two thousand years later. 

Only God can bring together such a potpourri of people and unify them with 
a love and passion for one another. When the church is united in spirit and 
purpose, we will see God do things among us and through us that we are not 
likely to see happen apart from that dynamic relationship of believers.
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Day 19: IMPACT THROUGH THE CHURCH (July 13)

We Are An Army

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Is there clear evidence in my life that I am a follower of Jesus?

+  What is my role in discipleship?

Read Matthew 28:19-20 

Jesus committed His entire ministry for this age to the church. He 
commissioned us to go, take the good news to all nations, and make disciples. 
In essence Jesus wants an army of followers. One who commits to follow his 
master wholeheartedly is how He describes a dicsiple. As it relates to our 
faith, becoming a disciple means that Jesus wants more of you today than He 
had yesterday, and He wants more of you tomorrow than He has today. The 
process of discipleship is designed to be repeated again and again until Jesus 
has many followers who look like Him. He wants an army.

Discipleship is so huge that when we are following Jesus and faithful in 
discipling others, the church will impact the world in ways we can’t even 
imagine. Think about it, just how many people does it take to change a nation? 
The world? Not many if they are committed to their cause. I am reminded 
of this every time I go through security at the airport. Just a few Osama bin 
Laden disciples changed the face of the most powerful nation in the world – 
in so many ways we couldn’t even have imagined. 

When it’s done right, a disciple becomes a follower for life. The mission of 
Jesus our commander becomes our mission – everywhere and everyday. The 
world will see God show up in ways that go beyond the normal and expected.
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Day 20: IMPACT THROUGH THE CHURCH (July 14)

We Can Do Greater

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What is God’s plan for the church?

+  How have I been a part of that plan?

Read John 14:12 

Have you ever stopped to think about just how incredible and unique the 
church is? Think about it for a moment. Can you name any other organization, 
government, or other group involving people that are still committed to 
carrying out its founder’s purpose and passion two thousand years after it was 
formed? Let’s not forget it was the institution of the church, not CNN, NASA, or 
Apple that had a global impact long before television, satellites, computers, 
and cell phones.

Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in Me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going 
to the Father.” Notice that the church is not called to do different works than 
Jesus did, only greater. This promise of greater things will only come about if 
we focus on and continue the ministry tasks of Jesus. While on earth, Jesus 
limited Himself to space and time thus in general He was only able to minister 
to those He came in contact with. Today Jesus shows up in offices, work sites, 
and schools all across a city because His church is following His command 
to go, making His reality visible. And when the church is multiplied around 
the world, Jesus shows up in all His glory in all kinds of places all over the 
world. We are not greater than our Lord, but together as the church we can do 
greater things.
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Day 21: IMPACT THROUGH THE CHURCH (July 15)

We Are Unstoppable

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What is the role of the church in the community?

+  Why does the church seem ineffective in our culture at times?

Read Matthew 16:13-19  

If you were to ask ten people on the street who God is, you may get ten 
different answers and no assurances that any of them would be correct. We 
live in a time when there are so many questions and philosophies about God. 
Many question if there even is a God. 

Jesus posed a similar question to His disciples in Matthew 16:13-15. The 
resulting dialogue is loaded with good stuff and produces significant 
revelation about the church. Peter’s reply to Jesus was, “You are the Christ, Son 
of the living God.” In response to that faith, Jesus said, “I will build my church...” 
Who builds the church? Jesus does. No doubt we are a part of His church and 
He involves us, but the moment it becomes ours rather than His, it’s no longer 
a church. 

The last phrase “and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” is a game-
changer for the church. Notice that Jesus is on the offensive here, not the 
forces of hell. He is not trying to stop hell. Hell is trying to stop Him and His 
church. Jesus’ words are clear that hell cannot prevail against the advancing 
church. When we are empowered by the Spirit, unified in purpose and burning 
with our Lord’s passion, we as the church are unstoppable.
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Day 22: family devotion (July 16)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Challenge you to find practical ways to serve our community

+  Motivate you to reach out to others around you and bless them

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Psalm 122:1-9

+  God’s people are instructed to “pray for the peace” of their city and 
community. When is the last time you prayed for you local community 
leaders and civic government?
 

+  How can you serve your community? How can our church family impact 
our community in a lasting and significant way? How can one family make a 
difference?

+  What are some practical ways that your family could serve our 
community? Think of several possibilities. Examples include: your neighbors, 
the schools, various sports teams, the Air Force Base, local hospitals, 
emergency response teams, the Police Department or Sheriff’s Office, etc.  

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Discover practical ways for your family to impact the community

+  Ask God for a passion and joy to serve those around you 

+  Pray that your family will “stir up” others to do the same 
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Day 23: IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY (July 17)

A Cultural Snapshot

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What are the keys to spiritual revival in our community? 

+  Are you consistent in your prayers for the unchurched in our city?  

2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord isn’t really being slow about His promise, as 
some people think. No, He is being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.”

As we understand how to impact our community, we need a good snapshot 
of what our community looks like from a spiritual standpoint. Here are some 
church-related statistics from some well-respected pollsters: 
• In the past decade, the U.S. population has increased by 9% while the U.S. 

church population has decreased by 9.5%. 
• In fact, not a single county in the US can report more people attending 

church than 10 years ago.
• There are around 200 million unchurched people in the U.S., making the 

U.S. the 4th largest unsaved nation on the planet, behind China, India, and 
Indonesia. 

• Over 11% of the unchurched would come to know Christ if someone 
would only tell them how!

• Another 27% of the unchurched are almost ready to accept Christ. That 
means over 70 million people in the United States could be close to 
salvation! And If 70 million people were saved, it would be the greatest 
spiritual awakening in the history of our nation.

• Sadly, over 90% of our active church members will never share their faith. 
BUT…
• More than 80% of the unchurched said they would come to church if 

someone SINCERELY invited them.
• 86% of people come to a church because of personal contact with a 

church member.
• Many of the unchurched wonder why their Christian neighbors and co-

workers have not invited them to church. 

*Statistics from Thom Rainer, Mark Terry, Aubrey Malphurs, George Barna, Ed 
Stetzer, David Olson, and SBC denominational sources
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Day 24: IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY (July 18)

The Whole Story

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  When you tell the gospel story, what are the parts you definitely include?

+  Have you ever seen yourself in the pages of Scripture?

Luke 24:46-49 says, “And Jesus said, ‘Yes, it was written long ago that 
the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third 
day. It was also written that this message would be proclaimed in the 
authority of His name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There 
is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’… And now I will send the Holy 
Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until He comes 
and fills you with power from heaven.’”

So many people live their whole lives unfulfilled and empty, and they are 
simply waiting on us to bring them the good news that transforms lives. With 
the power of the Holy Spirit, Christians can create conversations and retell 
the gospel so that people can understand it. That in fact is our task: to use 
symbols, stories, and terminology that others can comprehend so they better 
understand the person and work of Jesus. 

Sometimes we truncate the gospel story when we stop with “Jesus’ death on 
the cross for our sins.” Occasionally, Christians will go beyond the cross to the 
resurrection, but that is still not the full story. The rest of the New Testament 
is about how followers of Christ fit into God’s overarching redemptive story 
and that our great command is to confront the world together with the news 
of God’s grace, love, and victory. We, the church, are in the pages of Scripture. 
We are the “all nations” mentioned in vs. 47 above, and we are living out the 
gospel by appropriately retelling the whole story of Jesus Christ to others. 

Jesus’ story includes: a) His incarnation, b) His perfect life, c) His sacrificial death, 
d) His resurrection, e) His appearance to 500 others after the resurrection, f ) 
His ascension to the right hand of His Father, and g) the sending of the Holy 
Spirit to occupy the people of God. Knowing and retelling the full story is 
important because it communicates something about Jesus, and about us.
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Day 25: IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY (July 19)

Jesus’ Model of Engagement

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How would you describe Jesus’ style of evangelism?

+  How are difficult topics –like pointing out another’s sin– best 
communicated?

John 4:29-30 says, “‘Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can 
this be the Christ?’ They went out of the town and were coming to Him.”

In communicating the gospel to those in our community, authenticity and 
relationships are vital. Jesus’ method of sharing His good news was personal, 
conversational evangelism. He was personal, loving, and compassionate so 
others could see His grace more clearly. From this interaction with the woman 
at the well, Jesus modeled some great principles of conversational evangelism. 

• Jesus was relational and initiated the conversation (v. 7).
• He treated her with respect and love (Samaritans and Jews were not 

supposed to interact, but He sees beyond her race to her need for the 
gospel). 

• He didn’t move along too quickly - she seemed to not understand right 
away (vv. 11-12; 15). 

• He used connecting points and spoke of things with which she was 
familiar. Beginning with water as a common point, He moved to the ever-
important spiritual conversation.

• Jesus did not come to her as an intimidating “street preacher.” He didn’t 
come into the world to condemn the world, but to save it. She seems 
comfortable speaking with Him, even though He was pointing out her 
sinful lifestyle (vv. 17-18). 

• He allows her to see her need for a Savior (vv. 16-18). He wants her to be 
saved and presents the gospel to her (vv. 21-26). 

• He goes to her and there delivers the gospel. Personal evangelism was 
instrumental in her saving faith in Jesus, and from her encounter, she led 
many others in her town to faith in Christ (vv. 39-42).
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Day 26: IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY (July 20)
REACHing Our Community

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Can you sense when the Holy Spirit is prompting you to talk to someone? 

+  Do you have a plan when you engage people in gospel conversation?

Isaiah 6:8 says, “And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here I am! Send me.’”

How do we move from praying and talking about sharing Christ, to initiating the 
right conversations and moments? I believe it is through the power of the Holy 
Spirit who leads us to act and react. Today, we can look at the acronym R.E.A.C.H. 
as a tool to help us take advantage of God-ordained moments with others. (Note: 
I’ve adapted the REACH strategy from Dr. John Ewart, Assoc. Prof of Missions at 
Southeastern Seminary)

RECOGNIZE THE OPPORTUNITY!
 Sharpen your spiritual senses by spending unhurried time with God.
 Develop a burden for those in your community.
 Be proactive and pray for the Holy Spirit to open your spiritual eyes.  
ENGAGE IN CONVERSATION!
 Do not be afraid, God is already ahead of you. 
 Believe in divine appointments. You are not meeting others by accident.
 Be natural and be yourself, but also be intentional. 
ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS!
 Build bridges in conversation through common areas of interest. 
 Determine their needs by actively listening.
 Through your relationship, you will earn the opportunity to speak about  
 your faith.
CONNECT WITH SPIRITUAL MATTERS!
 Share about your church and invite them.
 Ask them for prayer requests, most people do not mind being prayed for. 
 Share how the Lord loves people.
 Share some lessons you’ve learned from God or church. 
HELP THEM TO UNDERSTAND HOW CHRIST HAS CHANGED YOUR LIFE!
 Bring them with you to your small group and worship.
 Share your personal testimony with them.
 Help them see how Christ has changed you (I Thess.1:5).
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Day 27: IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY (July 21)

Living Missional

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Do you believe the church campus is the fundamental place people can  
     be saved? 

+  What does a missionary in our city look like? 

1 Corinthians 9:19ff says, “I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as 
many as possible… I have become all things to all men so that by all 
means I might save some.” 

Jesus and Paul both emphasized the power of the gospel through relationships 
and cultural engagements. Both of them engaged the culture with truth and 
defended their faith with love, grace, reason, and intellect. They skillfully 
weaved the gospel into their conversations and relationships. Christians 
should desire to do the same. We need to engage society with a good reason 
for our faith. To do so, we must invest in relationships with people and 
communicate the gospel well in the community where we live. 

In his book Planting Missional Churches, Ed Stetzer said, “It’s not the job of the 
unchurched to enter our culture; it is our job to invade theirs. Live in their 
neighborhoods, eat at their restaurants, drink coffee at their coffee shops, 
shop at their stores.”

Christians know now that it is unproductive to retreat and live in monasteries 
or, in a completely dissimilar way, build massive cathedrals to draw crowds 
of people. We even need to exercise caution when we look for the “next 
big thing” to bring our communities to the local church. The challenge for 
Christians is to begin permeating culture by praying for and befriending those 
apart from Christ. Every disciple of Christ should develop relationships with 
the kingdom of God in mind, knowing that God draws lost people to Himself 
and uses people as a primary tool to carry His message to lost people. May we 
all be a useful tool in the hands of the perfect carpenter!
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Day 28: IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY (July 22)

Fear Is No Excuse

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What is your biggest hindrance to personal evangelism? 

+  What is the underlying root issue in each of these barriers?

John 4:35 says, “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes 
the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are 
white for harvest.”

“Seeming judgmental” and “busyness” are two barriers that have caused me 
to cower at times in personal evangelism. It is sinful and I am grateful for the 
reminder to not sit idly by while others around my community and circle of 
influence may be slipping into the weight of eternal suffering.

There are many barriers to personal evangelism, such as:  a) an overwhelming 
fear of criticism, b) a fear of being embarrassed (“my unsaved friends and 
family know all about me”), c) a fear of appearing naive, d) a fear of not 
knowing enough about gospel doctrine, e) a fear of not knowing how to 
approach an unbeliever effectively, and even f ) a lack of burden, thinking that 
God is going to save who He is going to save because He knows everything. 
But all of these reasons, including mine, point to pride as the root cause for 
our failure to witness. As long as we are conscious of our personal image and 
allow ourselves to emerge, we never can exercise an effective witness for 
Jesus Christ.

There is another barrier that many Christian churches struggle with in 
evangelism: apathy. In the Bible Belt there is little burden, little spiritual 
compassion, and no real determination that time is truly short and our 
neighbors are headed to hell. We are the church, commissioned in the face of 
fear to deliver an eternity-altering message. It is our job. Pray, open your eyes 
to the harvest, and head for the fields.
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Day 29: family devotion (July 23)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Change your understanding of the purpose of your family

+  Challenge you to think of your family with an eternal perspective

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Psalm 112:1-10

+  The Bible tells us here that the “generation of the upright will be blessed.” 
How have you blessed your family by your faithfulness to the Lord?  
 

+  How can you serve your family? How can your family serve your 
neighbors, your church, and our community? Will you commit to faithfully 
serve your family and your church with the talents and abilities God has 
given to you?  

+  The “righteous” is “not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the 
Lord.” Do you focus more on the bad news of the world or on the Good News 
of Jesus Christ? Lead your family to focus on Jesus more than the problems 
we face on this earth.  

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray that each member of your family would know Christ

+  Ask that God would use you to love and serve your family

+  Pray that your family would lead others to know Christ 
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Day 30: IMPACTING MY FAMILY (July 24)

God At Work Through You

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Do you believe that God can work through you?

+  How is God seeking to work through you to impact your family?

John 14:12 says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in Me will 
also do the works that I do…” while Philippians 2:12-13 instructs us to 
“work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” 

If you are a member of a family, and especially if you are a parent, you likely 
wish for greater spiritual health in your family. That your spouse and children 
would draw closer to God, that there would be greater unity among your 
family, or that someone in particular might come to know the Lord. We often 
think and wish such things, as though these things will some day just happen.

This is the will of God: your sanctification. God desires greater spiritual health 
for your family, but He is looking to work through you to accomplish it.

This week we will consider how the gospel can impact our family relationships. 
Jesus desires that you do the works that He did, works of healing and 
restoration. The Lord wants you to work out your salvation, because it is He 
who works in you. What would happen if each of us really embraced this divine 
calling as agents of God’s grace? It must start with someone, so let it be you. 
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Day 31: IMPACTING MY FAMILY (July 25)

Grace For Your Marriage

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Has God been gracious to you?

+  How should you regard your spouse in light of God’s grace toward you? 

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 says, “All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
His appeal through us.”  

Christ came to us with the ministry of reconciliation. This should affect every 
relationship in our lives, but none more than our marriages. How do we apply 
this ministry of reconciliation in the context of our marriage?

First and foremost, we should give grace and forgiveness freely. The Scripture 
above says that God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them. How often do we keep count of our spouses’ 
“trespasses” against us? Shouldn’t we extend immediate and complete 
forgiveness? Jesus spoke of this in the parable of the unmerciful servant 
(Matthew 18:21-35).

Let us rejoice that, through Christ, we have been reconciled to God. Then, let 
us extend the ministry of reconciliation to our marriages, freely giving grace 
and forgiveness. And if our hearts are not willing to give grace and forgiveness, 
maybe we haven’t been pierced with the cost of His grace toward us.

“What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” Matthew 19:6
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Day 32: IMPACTING MY FAMILY (July 26)

Memorial Stones For Your Children

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Are there landmarks of God’s providence in your life?

+  Have you shared these landmarks with your children?

Joshua 4:21-24 says, “And he (Joshua) said to the people of Israel, ‘When 
your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones 
mean?’ then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this 
Jordan on dry ground.’ For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the 
Jordan for you until you passed over…’” 

Yesterday we dealt with how gospel grace spills over from our relationship to 
God into our relationship with our spouse. Today, we will consider one aspect 
of how this grace affects our relationship with our children.

The Bible teaches that it is important to be intentional about sharing our 
journey of faith with our children. We must be intentional because, by default, 
we tend to not do this. Sadly, it appears that the people Joshua was speaking 
to above failed to take his words to heart. After Joshua and his generation 
passed away, the next generation did not know the Lord (Judges 2:7-10).

Has God proven faithful and trustworthy in your life? If I were a betting man, 
I would bet He has. His track record is impeccable. Let us walk the journey of 
faith with eyes wide open to God’s acts of grace and deliverance. Then let us 
set up “memorial stones” in our minds and in our homes, and let us tell our 
children of His deliverance.
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Day 33: IMPACTING MY FAMILY (July 27)

Embracing Life

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Does the gospel motivate you to see life from God’s perspective?

+  Does your family embrace a culture of life?

Ephesians 1:4-6 says, “In love He predestined us for adoption to Himself 
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to 
the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the 
Beloved.” 

Psalm 127:3, “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of 
the womb a reward.”

The Bible portrays God as our Father. Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
reminds us that God cares for us as a caring Father, providing what we need 
(Matthew 6:30).

But the fact is we are not naturally born children of God. We are born into sin, 
only later adopted into God’s family. Jesus is the only begotten Son.

God, the creator of the universe, has adopted you. Have you grasped the 
significance of this? Many of us are reluctant to have or adopt children due 
to the inconveniences, financial burdens, or emotional pain that children may 
bring into our lives.

I am so thankful God doesn’t think like we do. He knew just how damaged I 
was and He still adopted me. Though I rebel against His Fatherhood, on a daily 
basis, He still pursues me and embraces me. Though we are unworthy, God 
sent the best of heaven to provide for our adoption. 

Will this motivate our families to embrace a culture of life?
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Day 34: IMPACTING MY FAMILY (July 28)

Honoring Parents

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Does the gospel motivate you to be gracious and grateful toward your  
     parents?

+  How can you better honor your parents today?

Ephesians 6:1-3 says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’ (this is the first commandment 
with a promise), ‘that it may go well with you and that you may live long 
in the land.’”  

It is our duty as children to honor our parents. God enshrined this duty in 
the Ten Commandments as part of the foundational order of a God-fearing 
society. But it is not only our duty, as the apostle Paul points out, it is also a 
privilege that brings a reward - it is the first commandment with a promise.

How, then, are we to honor our parents? Let us treat our parents as we have 
been treated by God’s gospel of grace through His Son. Has God forgiven us 
our faults? Let us forgive our parents, for they are human too. Has God listened 
to our prayers and taken them to heart? Let us listen to our parents pleas and 
advice, and take it to heart. Has God provided for us financially in our times of 
need? Let us provide for our parents when that day of need comes. Let us do 
all of this lavishly, as God’s grace has been lavished upon us.

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” 
Romans 12:9-10
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Day 35: IMPACTING MY FAMILY (July 29)

Hospitality

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Does the gospel empower your family to be an embassy of grace to the  
     lost?

+  Is there a “stranger” in your life who needs your hospitality?

Hebrews 13:1 says, “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers for by doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.”

Luke 14:13-14 says, “But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they 
cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
just.” 

Our church has a great culture of hospitality. My family often enjoys good meals 
with friends and we try to do the same for others. I think we are doing well as 
brothers and sisters in Christ in practicing hospitality, but how hospitable are 
we to strangers? How often do lost people come into our homes? How often 
do poor people enjoy our hospitality?

Did God invite me to eat at His table of grace expecting I would return the 
favor? Not at all! I am the poor, the crippled, the lame and blind, who has no 
way to repay God. Grace is a gift. Let us have a heart that longs to give gifts, to 
show kindness, without expecting anything in return. 

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help 
the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said, ‘It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
Acts 20:35
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Day 36: family devotion (July 30)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Remind you to take the message of the gospel to “all nations”

+  Challenge you to commit everything to Jesus and obey His commands

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Psalm 105:1-5

+  We are challenged to “make known His deeds among the peoples.” This 
means that we should talk to others about the mighty works of God. When is 
the last time you told someone about Jesus? 

+  Does your family view evangelism and soul winning as an important part 
of your calling and commission?  

+  Will you pray about going on a mission trip, whether across the street or 
across the globe? 

+  Who will you share the gospel with? Take a moment and make a list 
of names – neighbors, friends, teachers, family members – that need a 
relationship with Jesus. Make it a point to share the gospel with them.

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray that your family would view worship as a lifestyle, not an event

+  Ask that God would give you a desire to die to self and live for Him 

+  Pray that your family would be transformed by the power of God
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Day 37: IMPACTING THE WORLD (July 31)

Impacting The World By Our Christian Witness

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Are you intentional about your witness?

+  Do you understand God has chosen you to be His witness?

Isaiah 43:10 says, “‘You are My witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘and My 
servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe Me and 
understand that I am He. Before Me no god was formed, nor will there be 
one after Me.’”  

For Christians to make an impact in this world, they begin with a close personal 
walk with God. As they grow in their relationship with God they grow in their 
ability to be His witnesses. Their witness (this is their lifestyle, actions, and 
voice) is used to impact the nonbelievers they are with on a daily basis at work, 
school, sports events, the gym, and other places. The gospel is to be seen, felt, 
and heard by those who do not yet know Jesus personally. Christians should 
be intentional about their conversations and actions around the lost people 
in their lives. When they are, the lost begin to see and understand the love 
God has for them. They begin to see a need for Jesus as their Savior and souls 
are saved. 

People and families can be relocated at any time due to many reasons such 
as job loss, family, marriage, etc. The impact Christians have on others can be 
spread throughout this world when, in God’s providence, He relocates them 
or those they have impacted. God providentially puts His children in places so 
they can be voices of influence or impact for Him and the gospel. “‘You are My 
witnesses,’ declares the Lord.”
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Day 38: IMPACTING THE WORLD (August 1)

Impacting The World Through Prayer

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Are you praying for the salvation of the lost in the world?

+  Are you sensitive and obedient to the Holy Spirit’s promptings to pray?

James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.”

One of the most important ways Christians can impact the world is through 
prayer. Missionaries count on God’s people to pray for them for they know 
the effectiveness and power of prayer. Prayer for missionaries could include:  
opened doors in sharing the gospel, boldness in their witness, and saved and 
transformed lives. Prayer should also be for the missionary’s needs, health, 
and protection. When Christians pray, they are making an impact whether 
they know it or not.

One missionary tells of a story where he was traveling home alone one night 
after going into the city for supplies. He later finds out that on his way home 
there were men who had followed him out of the city planning to kill him 
and take his medicine and money. However, they did not follow through 
because they said they had counted 26 soldiers with him, but the missionary 
knew he had been alone. While sharing this story in a church in Michigan, the 
missionary was interrupted by a man who asked when this happened. The 
missionary told him the day and the man said on that same day he was about 
to go play golf when he had a heavy prompting to pray for the missionary. 
The man said he called some other men to join him in prayer. There were 26 
men who had come to pray. “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.”
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Day 39: IMPACTING THE WORLD (August 2)

Impacting The World Through Giving

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How are you giving to impact the world? 

+  Are you a cheerful or reluctant giver?

Luke 12:33 says, “You must each decide in your heart how much to give.  
And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  ‘For God loves a 
person who gives cheerfully.’”

Another way to impact the world is through giving. There are many ways to 
give that will make an impact on people globally. One small way to give is to 
pack a shoebox for a child during Operation Christmas Child that is offered 
yearly through churches and schools. The impact a shoebox can have on a 
child is great! If a shoebox leads to the salvation of a child, can a price be put 
on that? One such story is about a young girl named Elena. As an adult now, 
she shares her story of when she received a shoebox. She tells about it being 
the first gift she had ever received and in that box were wonderful toys and 
things. But what had the biggest impact on her was the Gospel Booklet that 
was included. It told her about Jesus. She first thought it was a fairy tale but 
for some reason it gave her hope. Later, she learned it was not a fairy tale and 
she became God’s child. 

Giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering and the Annie Armstrong Easter 
offering are also ways to support missionaries worldwide. These offering 
provides for their needs as they carry out the great commission. No matter 
how God’s people give, they should give cheerfully, “For God loves a person 
who gives cheerfully.”
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Day 40: IMPACTING THE WORLD (August 3)

Impacting The World By Going

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Will you be available if God calls you to go?

+  Do you understand the impact the gospel can have on the world?

Mark 16:15 says, “And then He told them, ‘Go into all the world and preach 
the Good News to everyone.’” 

In the book of Romans, Paul says, “But how can they call on Him to save them 
unless they believe in Him? And how can they believe in Him if they have 
never heard about Him? And how can they hear about Him unless someone 
tells them?” Paul is saying the way to impact the world is to go when God 
gives the opportunity and tell those who have never heard the good news 
of Jesus Christ. People can go through short or long-term mission trips with 
churches, schools, medical organizations, and other Christian associations 
or by surrendering their life to full time missions. When people go share the 
gospel the potential to impact the world is great!

Luke quoted Jesus as He spoke in the temple, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, for He has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free.” As our Savior brought the good news to people, so 
Christians are to go and share the good news. When they do this, they have 
an opportunity to see the eyes of the lost opened to God’s love for them. They 
see God set free those captive and oppressed by false religions, poverty and 
all manner of darkness.
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Day 41: IMPACTING THE WORLD (August 4)

Impacting The World As Christ’s Ambassadors

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Do you realize you are an ambassador of Christ?  

+  What is your perspective on God’s course for your life? 

Isaiah 55:8 says, “For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, 
no longer counting people’s sins against them. And He gave us this 
wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s ambassadors; 
God is making His appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, 
‘Come back to God!’”  

Christians are blessed to serve a God who loves them and allows them to be 
a part of His wonderful plan of reconciling those in this world to Himself. In 
considering how God uses Christians to impact our world think about what 
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5. He calls Christians, Ambassadors of Christ, giving 
us the job of telling others the wonderful message of reconciliation. He goes 
on to say, “God is making His appeal through us.” There could be no greater 
privilege or responsibility.  

Just as an Ambassador may live in their own country for a while and then 
move to another country to represent his home country, so God may move 
His Ambassadors all over the world to impact the world with His love and the 
gospel. If Christians see God’s hand in their move and take their role as Christ’s 
Ambassador seriously, then they can have a great impact wherever God takes 
them. When facing a move and all the changes that go with it, Christians can 
know that God loves them and will be with them just as He was with Abraham 
as he followed God’s course for his life.
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Day 42: IMPACTING THE WORLD (August 5)

Impacting The World One Smile At A Time

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Are you sharing the good news of peace and salvation?  

+  Are you smiling as you go? 

Numbers 6:25 says, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who brings good news, the good news of peace and salvation.” 

A smile is the international language. It crosses all speech barriers. It is a way of 
showing kindness, love, caring, friendliness, and God’s grace. When people go 
on mission trips and are unable to communicate well with the people there, 
they know that smiling is a great place to start. A sincere smile can be a warm 
opening in building relationships and this hopefully will give them the chance 
to share the good news, “the good news of peace and salvation”.

Eye to eye contact, smiling at others, greeting people while walking or 
traveling around seems to be a quickly fading practice in the world. Christians 
are no exception to this. They can be distracted by life, kids, schedules, and 
electronics just like the rest of the world. However, a simple smile can show 
God’s love to someone who may desperately need to see it. Of all the people 
in this world, Christians have more reason to smile than anyone. They not 
only know the good news, they have personally experienced God’s love and 
forgiveness.  

Christians can impact the world with a smile, as they travel the country and 
globe, when their smile opens the door to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Today, when sharing the good news of peace and salvation, do not forget the 
impact of a smile.
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We have an update on what has already happened under the “Greater 
Things” initiative and some things planned for the near future. Please 
continue praying and giving to reach our community for Christ.

Items already finished or underway:
• Coated and sealed the parking lot on main campus
• Re-carpeted the Family Life Center
• Installed a new campus-wide video camera network for security

Items to come:
• Coating and resealing the Youth Activities Center parking lot
• Design and theme the last hallway on our children’s wing
• Electronic check-in for childcare, nursery, and children
• Working on rezoning a portion of the property we purchased off of 

Highway 96
• Construction of a deceleration lane that will turn into the newly-

named Victory Way
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Jim Perdue, Pastor
2504 Moody Rd.  |  Warner Robins, GA 31088  |  (478) 923-7101

www.secondfamily.tv

What does it look like to live a life of impact? What does it mean 
to be a church that impacts its community? How can we impact 
our neighbors and the nations with the life-changing message of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Join us as we journey together for the next forty days to learn the 
meaning of impact and practical ways to impact our community 
for Christ.


