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Sponsored by Second Baptist Church
Be our guest and invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers 
families for all the WOWednesdays events in the month of July!

July 13th at 6:00 PM
Wet and Wild

at Second Baptist Church 

Blow up water slides, sprinkle 
park for the little ones, water 

games, and refreshments.

July 27th at 6:00 PM
Family Skate Night

at Olympia Skate Center

622 Greenbriar Rd.
Warner Robins

July 20th at 6:00 PM
Johnny G’s 

Family Fun Center

Games, bumper cars, and 
drawings for free laser tag and 

go cart rides!

August 3rd at 6:00 PM
Awana Kick Off

at Second Baptist Church

Come see what our Awana 
program is all about!
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[ 40 Days of IRRESISTIBLE INFLUENCE ]
Week 1         
 SERVING THE LORD

  Day 1 -  June 26      5
  Day 2  - June 27     6
  Day 3  - June 28     7
  Day 4  - June 29     8
  Day 5  - June 30     9
  Day 6  - July 1      10
  Day 7  - July 2      11

Week 2         
 SERVING OUR COUNTRY

  Day 8 -  July 3      12
  Day 9  - July 4      13
  Day 10  - July 5      14
  Day 11  - July 6      15
  Day 12  - July 7      16
  Day 13  - July 8      17
  Day 14  - July 9      18

Week 3         
 SERVING THE CHURCH

  Day 15 -  July 10     19
  Day 16  - July 11     20
  Day 17  - July 12     21
  Day 18  - July 13     22
  Day 19  - July 14     23
  Day 20  - July 15     24
  Day 21  - July 16     25
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[ 40 Days of IRRESISTIBLE INFLUENCE ]

Week 4         
 SERVING YOUR FAMILY

  Day 22  -  July 17     26
  Day 23  - July 18     27
  Day 24  - July 19     28
  Day 25  - July 20     29
  Day 26  - July 21     30
  Day 27  - July 22     31
  Day 28  - July 23     32

Week 5         
 SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

  Day 29  - July 24     33
  Day 30  - July 25      34
  Day 31  - July 26     35
  Day 32  - July 27     36
  Day 33  - July 28     37
  Day 34  - July 29     38
  Day 35  - July 30     39

Week 6         
 SERVING THE WORLD

  Day 36  - July 31     40
  Day 37  - August 1     41
  Day 38  - August 2     42
  Day 39  - August 3     43
  Day 40  - August 4     44
  Day 41  - August 5     45
  Day 42  - August 6     46
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day 1: family devotion (June 26)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Encourage you to spend time with God as a family

+  Challenge you to begin a consistent time of family worship

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ 1 Samuel 12:24

+  What does it mean when the scripture says that we should fear the Lord? 
What kind of fear should we have toward God?
 

+  How can our family serve the Lord together? How can we serve faithfully 
and with all our heart? 

+  Have you stopped to consider the great and wonderful things that God 
has done for you and your family? Make a list of the top ten blessings God 
has granted to you. 

+  Are there places in your life and family where you are holding back from 
God?

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Thank God for each member of your family

+  Ask for the strength to be consistent with personal devotions and family 
worship

+  Set a consistent time each week for family devotions 
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Day 2: SERVING THE LORD (June 27)

The Choice

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Do you know what it means to “Serve the Lord?”

+  Whom will you choose to serve today?

Joshua 24:14b-15 says, “Serve the Lord alone.  But if you refuse to serve 
the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve . . . But as for me and my 
family, we will serve the Lord” 

Life is full of choices. One of the fundamental choices we have to make in 
life is whom we will serve. According to Warren Wiersbe’s commentary on 
Joshua 24, “To serve God means to fear Him, obey Him, and worship only 
Him.” According to this commentary, worship is a part of serving the Lord. So 
when we choose whom we will serve we are choosing whom we will worship. 
Joshua was speaking to the children of Israel reminding them of all God had 
done for them before he challenged them with this choice. He reminded 
them of the love, provision, and protection that God had given. Knowing all 
God had done for them, why would choosing to serve God alone even need 
to be asked?  The same question could be asked about many of us knowing 
all that God has done for us. 

One reason for our reluctance to choose to serve God may be because we 
never truly made the first choice, which is to believe in God and in His Son. 
Acts 4:12 says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” Once this choice 
is made then we can choose to serve the Lord and Him alone. Just as Joshua 
told the children of Israel to, “choose today whom you will serve” so we must 
also choose whom we will serve. 
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day 3: SERVING THE LORD (June 28)

Serve the Lord Wholeheartedly

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What motivates you to serve the Lord?

+  Do you serve the Lord simply because you want to?

Joshua 24:14 says, “So fear the Lord and serve Him wholeheartedly.  Put 
away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond 
the Euphrates River and in Egypt.  Serve the Lord alone”

What exactly does it mean to serve the Lord wholeheartedly? In the ESV, 
Joshua 24:14 reads, “to serve Him in sincerity and in faithfulness”. Warren 
Wiersbe’s commentary further explains the meaning by saying it means to, 
“love Him, and fix your heart upon Him, obeying Him because you want to 
and not because you have to.” This explanation should help us understand 
that when we serve the Lord, we are not earning our salvation and we are 
not serving out of some obligation or even as a way to keep our salvation. We 
serve the Lord simply because we love Him. 

If you feel as if serving the Lord and obeying Him is a burden, then you may 
want to examine your heart and find out your motivation for serving. In 
Matthew 11:29-30, Jesus tells us “Come to Me . . . and I will give you rest . 
. . and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.” John McArthur’s commentary explains this rest Jesus talks about by 
saying it, “speaks of a permanent rest in the grace of God that is apart from 
works.” Serving the Lord is not a way to earn our salvation, but it is motivated 
by a redeemed heart that is fixed on Him and serving Him because we want 
to. Have you come to serve the Lord with sincerity and in faithfulness from a 
redeemed heart?
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Day 4: SERVING THE LORD (June 29)

Serve the Lord Alone 

Questions for you to think about as you read: 

+  Are you serving the Lord alone?

+  Are you clinging to any idols?  

Joshua 24:14 says, “So fear the Lord and serve Him wholeheartedly.  Put 
away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond 
the Euphrates River and in Egypt.  Serve the Lord alone.” 

Here Joshua is exhorting the children of Israel to put away their idols and serve 
the Lord alone. The  first command God had given them at Mt. Sinai made 
it very clear how they were to serve Him. Exodus 20:2-3 says, “I am the Lord 
your God, Who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  You shall 
have no other gods before Me.” He alone was to be their God. In Deuteronomy 
13:4, Moses said, “Serve only the Lord your God and fear Him alone. Obey His 
commands, listen to His voice, and cling to Him.” Some of the children of Israel 
were still clinging to the gods they had worshiped in Egypt.  Later in Joshua 
24:24 we read, “The people said to Joshua, ‘We will serve the Lord our God. We 
will obey Him alone.” What idols are you clinging to that you brought with you 
from your old life? 

God desires for us to serve Him alone. Jesus warned us in the book of Luke 
16:13 that, “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the 
other; . . . You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.” Money is only 
one master or idol. We could also be clinging to religious works, traditions, 
people, family, jobs, sports, fashion, fame, education, addictions, etc. The time 
has come to serve the Lord alone and cling to Him. Put away the idols you had 
before He delivered you from sin.  
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day 5: SERVING THE LORD  (June 30)

Serve the Lord with Gladness 

Questions for you to think about as you read: 

+  Do you serve the Lord with gladness? 

+  Do you take pleasure in God?

Psalm 100:2 says, “Serve the Lord with gladness.” 

Charles Stanley’s commentary of this verse reads, “If the Lord’s presence 
makes us joyful, then serving Him should make us happy. It is when one takes 
no pleasure in God that obeying Him seems like a chore.” Taking pleasure in 
God may seem like a foreign concept to many people, but that is what God 
desires from His children. Do you take pleasure in spending time with God? 
Do you find joy in being in His presence?

Many people are faithful in church attendance and performing other spiritual 
disciplines, but God desires a relationship with His children where they 
enjoy being in His presence. From this relationship, we are able to serve Him 
joyfully. A great example of this is Moses’ relationship with God. That may be 
why the Bible calls him, “A friend of God.” Moses desired and depended on 
God’s presence to be with him every step as he led the children of Israel to 
the promised land. That is what made him cry out to God when he thought 
God’s presence was not going to go with them anymore. In Exodus 33:15, 
Moses prayed, “If Your presence does not go with us, do not send us up from 
here.” What if we were so dependent on God’s presence we didn’t want to go 
through a day without Him here with us? Serving the Lord with gladness is 
dependent upon His presence. Do you take pleasure in the presence of God 
in your life?  
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Day 6: SERVING THE LORD (July 1)

Serve the Lord with His Power 

Questions for you to think about as you read:  

+  In what ways are you being transformed?

+  Do you serve the Lord with His power?  

Philippians 2:13 says, “For God is working in you, giving you the desire 
and the power to do what pleases Him.” 

As believers in Christ, God has put His Holy Spirit in us to empower us to serve 
Him. As we submit our lives to the Lord, we are transformed to look more like 
Jesus so others can see Him in us as we serve the Lord daily. Colossians 3:5-
10 says, “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature . . . 
since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.” 
Do you trust God to renew you and empower you to serve Him? Do you really 
think God would give you something to do and not give you the power and 
ability to do it?

The power that lives in us is a supernatural power. In Ephesians 1:19, Paul 
prayed that we would comprehend this great power that lives in us, “I also 
pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us 
who believe Him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the 
dead and seated Him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly 
realms.” When we serve the Lord each day, know it is with the same power God 
used to raise Jesus from the dead. Trust Him to empower you to serve Him. 
Trust God to transform the new life He gave you into a life that will bring Him 
honor and glory.  
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day 7: SERVING THE LORD (July 2)

Serve the Lord as the God of Your Life 

Questions for you to think about as you read:  

+  Who directs your life?   

+  Where does your hope come from?  

Psalm 42:8 says, “By day the Lord commands His steadfast love, and at 
night His song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life.” 

When we choose to serve the Lord, we need to remember God’s steadfast love 
for us. We need to remember He delights in every detail of our lives.  Psalm 
37:23 says, “The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail 
of their lives.” When you become weary or afraid, remember He is with you, 
guiding you every step of the way. Isaiah 41:13 says, “For I am the Lord your 
God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help 
you.” What a comfort and encouragement to know we serve a God who loves 
and cares for us so tenderly and faithfully.  

The One we serve each day will teach us and direct us if we allow Him to. 
Psalm 25:9 says, “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them His 
way.” Also, in Psalm 32:8 He says, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.” So serve the Lord; and 
when life gets confusing or downright hard, do as the Psalmist did and remind 
yourself where your hope comes from. Psalm 42:11says, “Why so down cast, O 
my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God.” Take time today 
to say a prayer to the God of your life and allow Him to encourage, comfort, 
and strengthen you. 
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Day 8: family devotion (July 3)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Emphasize the importance of prayer and Bible study as a family

+  Challenge you to plan a time for family prayer and Bible study

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Philippians 3:17-21

+  What does Paul mean when he says that our citizenship is in heaven? 
 

+  What is the best way you could pray for our country, its leaders, and our 
current political situation?

+  Like Paul, could you ask someone to join in imitating your example? If 
someone followed you, where would they end up?

+  Have you made a decision to avoid having your mind set on earthly 
things?

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray aloud and thank God for each member of your family

+  Ask God for wisdom concerning the best time for consistent family 
devotions

+  Have each family member share his or her personal testimony of salvation
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day 9: SERVING OUR COUNTRY (July 4)

How to serve your country: Live like a foreigner

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How does a godly person serve a godless country?

+  What does it mean to be a Christian citizen?

Hebrews 13:14 “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that 
is to come.”

Philippians 3:20 “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ…”

This week we will be thinking about how to serve our country, one of the 
many facets of serving the Lord. How can we be godly citizens, even as our 
country becomes more and more godless? Here is a good place to start: 
acknowledging that our earthly citizenship is not ultimate. How can I be a 
godly citizen of this nation? By truly living like a citizen of Heaven, who is only 
sojourning in this nation temporarily.  

Can the people around us tell that we don’t really belong here? Or are we so 
comfortable in the culture that we blend right in? Pray that God will embolden 
you to live as salt for the earth, to live in a way that truly shows where you 
belong and where your hope is. 

The rest of this week we will look at Caleb, son of Jephunneh: a model citizen.
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Day 10: SERVING OUR COUNTRY (July 5)

Caleb - A Leader of His Nation

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Should a Christian seek to rise to a position of leadership?

+  How can a Christian use his position of influence for the good of his 
country?

Numbers 13:30 “But Caleb quieted the people before Moses…” 

This was a pivotal moment in Israel’s history. Israel is camped right outside 
the edges of the land, poised to go right in and take possession. But first, they 
choose a delegation of twelve men, each a chief of his tribe, to survey the 
land. You know the outcome. Ten of the spies gave a bad report, causing the 
people to doubt and become alarmed. 

Does this scenario sound familiar? Are we living in times of doubt and alarm? 

Caleb had a different story to tell. He said “Let us go up at once… for we are 
well able to overcome it.” Caleb had a vision, and he had faith. Caleb used 
words of faith to strengthen weak hearts. I believe we are called to do the 
same.

If Caleb hadn’t risen to be a chief of his tribe, he wouldn’t have had a platform 
from which to quiet the people. Might God be calling some of us to become 
people of influence? We need leaders like Caleb.

If we don’t give those around us words of faith and hope, they may not find 
them anywhere else. “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that You are the 
Holy One of God.” (John 6:68-69)
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day 11: SERVING OUR COUNTRY (July 6)

Caleb - A Man with a Different Spirit

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What if I can’t influence those around me for good?

+  Can true Christians be effective, even as a minority in this country?

Numbers 14:2, 20-24 “Then the LORD said … none of the men who have 
seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness … 
shall see the land … But my servant Caleb, because he has a different 
spirit and has followed me fully, I will bring into the land … and his 
descendants shall possess it.”

Though Caleb was a strong leader, on this occasion the people did not follow 
him. As the sad story goes, they chose to believe the faithless majority’s report.

Was this a lost battle for Caleb? In terms of leading a nation of doubters back 
to faith, the battle was lost. But, in terms of obeying his God and securing an 
inheritance for his children, Caleb won big!

Caleb won the reward because he had “a different spirit” and he followed God 
fully. In this situation, having a different spirit was a MUST for Caleb to receive 
the promise, because the prevailing spirit of the nation was one of doubting 
and grumbling.

What kind of spirit prevails in our culture? Faith or doubt? If you hope to 
receive a reward of righteousness, if you hope to leave a Godly legacy to your 
children and to your children’s children, you must have a different spirit than 
our culture. You must be led by the Holy Spirit of God.
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Day 12: SERVING OUR COUNTRY (July 7)

Caleb - A Man of Persevering Faith

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Is my faith strong enough to endure patiently?

+  What if I must endure difficult circumstances?  

Joshua 14:6-10 “And Caleb… said to [Joshua], “You know what the LORD 
said to Moses…concerning you and me. I was forty years old… And now, 
behold, I am this day eighty-five years old.”

Yesterday we saw that Caleb won with God; however, the reward he won was 
another promise, which would not be realized for another 45 years! During 
those 45 years of waiting, Caleb endured life in the desert just like everyone 
else. He wasn’t isolated in a luxurious, air-conditioned tent. Caleb’s life was 
definitely in a valley, not on a mountaintop. 

What gave Caleb the patience to endure 45 years? It was, once again, his 
strong faith. To a person of faith, a promise from God is real and reliable, even 
if not yet realized. Paul said that all the promises of God find their “yes” in 
Christ. And when we give a whole-hearted “Amen”, holding on in faith despite 
difficult delays, God is glorified in our lives (2 Corinthians 1:20).

What promise of God remains unrealized in your life? Have faith and give your 
sincere “Amen” to God Himself. Live out your faith for God’s glory. 

Imagine how the younger generation was encouraged as they saw Caleb 
take possession of his promised land! May God be glorified in our lives as we 
persevere in faith, and may our nation take notice of its fruit.
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day 13: SERVING OUR COUNTRY (July 8)

Caleb- A Man of Persevering Courage

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Has my faith waned after walking with God for so long? 

+ Am I still willing to fight zealously for a Godly inheritance?

Joshua 14:11-12 “I am still as strong today as I was in the day that Moses 
sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, for war and for 
going and coming. So now give me this hill country of which the LORD 
spoke on that day…” 

After 45 years, everything had changed around Caleb. An entire generation of 
Israelites had come and gone. Yet his heart had not changed.
 
Caleb had not forgotten the obstacles that lay ahead (compare Joshua 14:12 
to Numbers 13:28 & 33). There were still strong walls around the cities to be 
conquered. And, apparently, there were still giants living there. Caleb did not 
minimize those obstacles, yet he was willing to fight for his inheritance.

What obstacles face our nation? Are there strongholds to destroy? Are there 
giants to slay? Let us fight with courage, believing the promises of God! It will 
be worth it for our families and for our nation.

“Then Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
for an inheritance.” Joshua 14:13

“Be of good courage, and let us be courageous for our people, and for the 
cities of our God, and may the Lord do what seems good to him.” 2 Samuel 
10:12

“…for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 
2 Timothy 1:7
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Day 14: SERVING OUR COUNTRY (July 9)

Caleb- Willing to Ask For Help; Willing to Give a Blessing

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  When should I call out for help?

+  How can I bless my family and leave a lasting legacy?

Joshua 15:16-19 “And Caleb said, ‘Whoever strikes Kiriath-sepher and 
captures it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife.’ And Othniel 
the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, captured it. And he gave him 
Achsah his daughter as wife… And he gave her the upper springs and 
the lower springs.”

Caleb was strong, but not invincible. This passage reminds us we must know 
our limits and call out for help when in need. 

Though Caleb’s offer of his daughter may offend our modern sensibilities, 
those of us who have daughters can understand. Do you want a man of valor 
to be your daughter’s husband? Wouldn’t it be a blessing to bring a strong 
warrior into your family to care for your precious daughter? Othniel (the 
victor) urged Achsah to request a wedding gift from her father, who now 
possessed vast property. What a valuable gift a spring of water would be! This 
inheritance would provide sustenance for many generations.

How can you leave such a legacy to your children? Lead them to the fountain 
of living water. Jesus said “whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14). This is the ultimate way 
to bless your family and serve your country.
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day 15: family devotion (July 10)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Create a desire for you to grow in spiritual maturity and service  

+  Challenge you to find an area of service in the church and get to work 

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Ephesians 4:11-16

+  Do you see the job descriptions listed in this passage? What is the job of 
the pastor? What is the job of every believer?   

+  Have you found a place to serve in the church that fits your gifting, 
passion, and ability? 

+  Are you willing to evaluate your time, talent, and treasure as you examine 
your investment in the local church? Are you faithfully worshipping, growing, 
and serving the Lord? 

+  What areas of your life and family need to be adjusted so you can properly 
serve the Lord in His church?  

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray that God would give each family member a desire to serve

+  Ask that God would lead you to fill an immediate need in the church

+  Pray that your family would grow in maturity and service to the Lord 
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Day 16: SERVING THE CHURCH (July 11)

Answered Prayer

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How do you view your role in serving the church?

+  How do you view the church’s role as it relates to your service?

Read Matthew 9:37-38  

A popular business principle is one called the 80/20 principle. Basically it goes 
like this: typically 20% of the people do 80% of the work. Applications of this 
in the local church abound: 20% do 80% of the giving, 20% of the people do 
80% of the outreach. You get the idea. Can you imagine what would happen 
if our physical bodies held to this principle? Whole systems within the body 
would shut down and normal functions would be no more. We would be in 
serious trouble and have great cause for concern.

Reading through the Gospels you will find only one prayer request from our 
Lord Jesus given to His followers. “Pray for workers!” Now if you have ever been 
in a position in which you had to fill volunteer roles, I am quite sure you have 
prayed this many times. However, if you are not already involved and serving 
in the local church, I want you to know that somebody somewhere is praying 
for you to become involved in the ministry. The need is greater than ever. The 
fields are more ready than ever. Laborers are as relatively few as ever.

I don’t know how accurate the 80/20 percentages are in any particular church 
much less ours. What I do know is that I am an answered prayer when I serve 
the Lord through the local church. When you serve, you are an answered 
prayer as well. The dynamics of serving in the church gives us the opportunity 
to fulfill many important aspects of our personal spiritual walk as well as to 
fulfill the Body of Christ. As we will see this week, your service is far more 
than filling in or taking up space. Hopefully you will be challenged to think of 
service in a different way.
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day 17: SERVING THE CHURCH (July 12)

Open Your Gifts

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How has God gifted you?

+  How are you using those gifts in His church?

1 Corinthians 12:7 “A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help 
each other.”   

Can you remember as a child the excitement that built up inside of you 
anticipating Christmas? I would always spot out my gifts under the tree ahead 
of time and by mere chance accidentally knock one or two over to get a better 
grasp of just what was inside. With each passing day, anticipation grew as I 
anxiously looked forward to opening each gift - laying claim to the newest 
toy, gadget, and fad. At no time as a child (or an adult for that matter) did I ever 
consider leaving my wrapped gifts under the tree to open later or at a more 
convenient time. I mean that would be crazy to leave all of those wonderful 
gifts nestled so cozy under the tree. Who would do such a thing?

As believers we have been wonderfully gifted by our Lord for service, yet 
many are content to nestle themselves uselessly beneath the tree. Serving in 
the church is the main way God provides us with an opportunity to unwrap 
and use our gifts. I am not saying that the church is the only place you can use 
your gifts, but just know that the church will be incomplete and weakened 
in function without your gift. That is how Jesus set it up (Romans 12:6-8 & 
Ephesians 4:16). 

Remember this, gifts begin their life of usefulness only after they’ve been 
unwrapped. I want to encourage you that if you have never opened the 
wonderful gifts God has given unto you, do so now. Find a place to serve in 
our church and begin to unwrap, with great anticipation, the gifts God has 
given you. Your Heavenly Father is eagerly watching and waiting for you to 
open the gifts He paid such a high price for. 
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Day 18: SERVING THE CHURCH (July 13)

Express Your Devotion

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How do you express your love and devotion to Jesus?

+  Do you serve out of duty or delight?

Read Romans 7:4-6   

For many believers, serving at church can be viewed somewhat as bondage; as 
in you’re just suppose to do it. After all, we did sign that church covenant thing 
when we joined agreeing to serve. And if we don’t volunteer then we’ll have 
to watch a video of crying babies in the nursery or something. Our motivation 
should not be one of duty or dread, but rather of delight.  

As believers we serve not as slaves to the law but rather under the freedom of 
the Spirit. We don’t have to do in order to measure up. We get to do because 
we measure up! We are already accepted by Him. God can’t love you any more 
than He already does! Serving in and through the ministries of the church is 
a great way to recognize and reciprocate the love He so graciously gives us.  

What we do is of great value because He directs us to it, energizes us in it, and 
rewards us for it! Let me share with you how serving under grace can work 
for you. First, focus on Him - accept His favor and rest in His unwavering love. 
Second, allow the reality of His amazing grace to foster in you a renewed energy 
to please Him, serve Him, and love Him. Third, put into perspective everything 
you do by the God who gave all for you. With this mindset, mundane duties 
become loving acts of service. Serving becomes its own reward when used to 
express your devotion to the One who set you free.
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day 19: SERVING THE CHURCH (July 14)

Embrace God’s Mission

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Do you seek to serve or be served?

+  How do you view your service in light of God’s mission?

Read Mark 10:35-45   

Just about everything in our culture screams “me!” Think about it, we have an 
iPad and an iPhone to update our status on FaceBook, watch YouTube, network 
on Myspace (yep it’s still out there), or if bored, just take about a thousand 
selfies. We are told to have the best I must be the best, always watch out for 
#1, and above all, I deserve to be happy. But deep down inside we know we 
were made for more. We know instinctively that there is a bigger purpose in 
life that transcends self. It’s that deep desire inside of us to make a difference.  

Serving in ministry within the church and in mission beyond the church 
gives us the opportunity to practically embrace and live out God’s mission. 
Jesus tells us “I have come not to be served but to serve.” Jesus always saw 
people in the desperation of their need and in the frailty of their faith. Social 
status, ethnicity, reputation, gender, race, or age—nothing precluded Jesus’ 
involvement in the lives of others. What Jesus demonstrated time and again 
in His ministry, He commissions us to do as well. Paul encouraged us to have 
the same attitude and mind as Jesus (read Philippians 2:1-13). 

Jesus loves me. He died for me. He has given me purpose. Only what’s done 
for Him matters. Involvement in ministry is a life of service for Jesus, like Jesus, 
and with Jesus. In fact, it’s all about Jesus. Until we contextualize what we do 
(the people we meet and the places we go) in terms of God’s mission, we are 
missing out on the very reason we are even alive. It is only when we surrender 
self and serve others that we can connect our life with a deeper sense of 
purpose and fully embrace God’s mission.



24

Day 20: SERVING THE CHURCH (July 15)

Be the Example

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What do others learn about serving from watching you?

+  What would our church be like if everyone served like you?

Read 1 Timothy 4:6-12 

If there is one thing I have learned in life it’s that there is always someone 
watching. This is especially true in being a parent. We may tell our children “do 
as I say and not as I do” but that is wishful thinking. And that’s how it should 
be. Joshua said, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”. Genuinely 
I believe that is the intention of every Christian parent. The problem is that 
many parents are not very intentional about their intentions.

In verse 12 of our passage, Paul admonishes Timothy to be the example. The 
Greek word used there for example is tupos meaning a mark or an impression 
left on one object by another. The word would have been used in metalworking 
and making coins. The metal would have been placed into molds with the 
image on them. Then it would be struck repeatedly to impress that image into 
the metal. The tupos was both the impact made and the example followed.  

When it comes to teaching your children (or anyone) about serving, actions 
speak louder than words. When Jesus selected His apostles, He chose them 
to be “with Him” and He began both “to do and to teach.” That’s significant 
because teaching is most effective when doing on the part of the teacher 
precedes it. Serving in the church provides the best arena of ministry in which 
to set an example to your children or other Christians. Teaching your children 
how to serve the Lord in the church is as important as teaching them how to 
give, pray, or study scripture. Children are great imitators so impact them with 
something great to imitate. 
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day 21: SERVING THE CHURCH (July 16)

Here Comes the Bride

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How do you view God’s church?

+  What are you doing to make the Bride of Christ more beautiful?

Read Revelation 19:5-8  

The Bible uses a number of metaphors for the church to help us understand 
more clearly the mysteries of God and to bring into perspective the church’s 
relationship to Him. These metaphors include a body, a family, and a flock just 
to name a few. In our reading today, we focus on one of the most widely used 
metaphors, the metaphor of a bride. We, the church of the living God, are the 
Bride of Christ. 

My wife and I just celebrated 25 years of marriage in June. Going through 
the wedding process, I can remember learning very quickly that the wedding 
was about the bride. She is the star, the center of attention. To tell you the 
truth, none of that bothered me at all. In fact, if you want to impress me and 
make me happy, treat my bride with honor and respect. I am sure, like most 
husbands, it greatly pleases me to know that she is being made to feel special.

Likewise, I am sure it pleases Jesus to see us taking care of His bride, the 
church. Our responsibility is to make sure she is healthy and strong. We are 
to build her up. How do we do this? By serving one another – the Family, the 
Body, the Bride of Christ. God has placed you in your local church in order that 
you might be edified (built up) so that while serving Him you are edifying 
(building up) others. Each time you serve anywhere in His name, you impact a 
life. Each act of service, kindness, and encouragement is used by God to build 
up His body and make His Bride more beautiful.
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Day 22: family devotion (July 17)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Change your understanding of the purpose of your family

+  Challenge you to think of your family with an eternal perspective

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Psalm 103:1-22

+  Are you able to give praise to God with “all that is within” you? Are you 
willing to worship Him no matter what?
 

+  How can you serve your family? How can your family serve your 
neighbors, your church, and our community? 

+  Will you commit to faithfully serve your family and your church with the 
talents and abilities God has given to you?  

+  God shows compassion to us like a loving father shows compassion to his 
children. How can you show compassion and love to those in your family; 
even if they don’t deserve it?

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray that each member of you family would know Christ

+  Ask that God would use you to love and serve your family

+  Pray that your family would lead others to know Christ 



27

day 23: SERVING YOUR FAMILY (July 18)

Motivated to Serve

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What most motivates you to serve? 

+  How can you stay motivated to serve your family?

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

The thought of lowering ourselves to the position of servant is 100% contrary 
to the world’s operating system. Society preaches, “Get all you can, no matter 
who gets hurt in the process.” In Matthew 20:26 Jesus said, “It shall not be so 
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant.” 
We are called to be servants and the God of all creation led the way when He 
sacrificed His beloved Son to pay for our sins in THE great act of service. The 
thought of this kind of love should make us overwhelmingly grateful. God 
could never ask too much of me!

Not only has God paid the price for our sins, He has given us innumerable 
blessings. One of His greatest blessings is family. Sometimes your family may 
be a little less than perfect, but God has placed you in your family on purpose. 
He desires for you to love and serve one another that He may be praised. 
When we are thankful for God’s great grace toward us, we will desire to serve 
our family by being patient, kind, and considerate. Good servants always put 
the needs of the master above their own desires. How can you serve your 
family today by putting others first? 
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Day 24: SERVING YOUR FAMILY (July 19)

Serving Your Family By Discipling Them

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How can you encourage your family to grow in the Lord?

+  What would your home look like if everyone’s goal was to help each other 
grow in the Lord?

Deuteronomy 6:2 says, “That you may fear the Lord your God, you 
and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all His statutes and His 
commandments...” 

One of the greatest blessings of family is that God uses the people closest to 
us to disciple us. God uses our children to show us how much we depend on 
His grace. We need wisdom to counsel and discipline them. We need patience 
when they are disobedient. God uses our spouses to teach us how to love 
unconditionally, put someone else’s needs above our own, and forgive.

The world bombards our family every day with ideas that are contrary to God’s 
will. There are many ways to help steer your family toward the Lord and fight 
against the tide of culture. First, you can pray as a family. When you pray, ask 
God specifically to help your children choose godly friends and for your spouse 
to abide in the Lord. Second, you can talk about the things of the Lord. If you 
are growing in your relationship with God, you should share your obedience 
with your family. Teach them how to apply God’s word to their everyday lives. 
Third, you can fill their minds with godly music. Take every opportunity to 
help renew their minds with the Word (Romans 12:2). 

These are steps in the process to discipling our families, but we should 
remember, “the process of raising children requires skills that God alone 
possesses, we are decidedly not God” (Sacred Parenting, Gary Thomas). 
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day 25: SERVING YOUR FAMILY (July 20)

Serving Your Spouse

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How can you serve your spouse today?

+  How do you think your service will adjust the atmosphere in your home?

Ephesians 5:33 says, “However, let each one of you love his wife as 
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.”

Husbands and wives, would you like to foster an atmosphere of love and 
service in your home? Who wouldn’t? God created men and women to help 
support one another. Men need respect to thrive and feel valued. Women 
need to be listened to and cared about to thrive and feel valued. One of the 
quickest ways to transform your home is to be intentional about investing in 
your relationship with your spouse by serving them.  

How can you honor the Lord by serving your spouse today? What act of 
service will make them know they are loved and appreciated? Service to one 
another is visible humility. We must lower ourselves in order to truly serve. 
True service is not self-seeking. It is done solely to benefit another. You could 
serve by doing laundry, washing dishes, putting the kids to bed, cooking a 
special dinner, or just letting your spouse rest for a moment. 

These actions demonstrate genuine humility and love. Your spouse will know 
they are valued and you will grow in obedience and submission to the Lord. 
We will never be able to serve others properly without first serving our spouse. 
This is the first and most important earthly relationship!
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Day 26: SERVING YOUR FAMILY (July 21)

Serving Your Children

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How can you serve your children today?

+  How does serving your kids turn their hearts toward you?

Malachi 4:6 says, “And He will turn the hearts of fathers to their children 
and the hearts of children to their fathers...”

“Whoever has your children’s hearts has their ears and significantly influences 
the direction of their lives. You can be the most spiritual, intelligent parent on 
the planet, but if you lose your children’s hearts, they will likely turn away from 
you in the long run” (The Love Dare for Parents, Alex & Stephen Kendrick). As 
parents, we cannot just be drill instructors who teach our kids obedience. Just 
as dangerous is the temptation to spoil them and not require obedience. God 
desires for parents to love and encourage their children, as well as discipline 
them. 

I like to teach my kids to do things for themselves. There are four of them and 
in no way do I want to spend all my time doing what they could do themselves. 
But there are times when I simply need to bless them by helping them. How 
can you serve your kids today with the specific goal of blessing them and 
turning their hearts toward you? You may want to ask them how you can help 
them today. 

As you are intentional about serving your children, let them know you did 
it because you love them. Maybe you are struggling to think positive things 
about your kids right now. Continue to serve them and see how God turns 
your heart toward them too. Matthew 6:21 says, “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” This verse lets us know that we can guide our 
heart. Where we invest, our heart will follow!
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day 27: SERVING YOUR FAMILY (July 22)

Serving Your Parents

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Children, how well are you obeying your parents?

+  Adults, how can you honor your parents as they age?

Exodus 20:12 says, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days 
may be long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.”  

Ephesians 6:1 says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” 
God is very clear in His Word that the best way for children to honor their 
parents is by obeying them. Obedience is doing what you are told, when you 
are told, with the right heart attitude. If any element is missing, obedience is 
lacking. Children, when you obey your parents you are really obeying God and 
serving Him. Kids, what can you do today to let your parents know you love 
and appreciate them? You could serve them by taking out the trash, cleaning 
the living room, or being extra kind to your brother or sister.

The command to obey our parents does reach an expiration date. Adults 
(people who are self-sufficient, not just 18 years old) do not have to obey 
their parents. They will answer for their own actions before the Lord. However, 
the command to honor our parents NEVER expires! As long as we have the 
opportunity we should honor our parents. How do we do that as we grow 
older? Your parents may come to rely on your service. They may need you to 
taxi them to doctor appointments and other engagements like they used to 
do for you. They may need your help keeping track of medicines. They may 
need friendship and comfort as their bodies deteriorate.

There are many people who deserve respect and honor but none as much as 
our parents. God has used them to shape who we are. Be a blessing to your 
parents and you will be blessed.
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Day 28: SERVING YOUR FAMILY (July 23)

Serving as a Family

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How can you serve with your family today?

+  How can you help mold your children into world-changers?

1 Chronicles 28:9 says, “And you Solomon my son, know the God of your 
father and serve Him with a whole heart and with a willing mind...if you 
seek Him, He will be found by you…”

I often pray that my kids will love God and others, not things and money. For 
kids to grow into disciples who desire to serve the Lord we must “teach them 
to think beyond themselves and their own needs” (www.focusonthefamily.
com, Serving as a Family). The big question is, how do we raise our kids to 
accomplish this goal? There are two components: prayer and action.   

Specifically pray for your children to have a heart for others. Pray their eyes 
would be opened to the needs of others and that they wouldn’t look away. Ask 
God to help them have the right attitude in service, for them to be motivated 
out of gratefulness for salvation.  

As you serve the Lord, you set the example for your children to follow, but it’s 
not enough for them to observe your service. You must get them engaged! 
Bring their friends to church with you. Let them help prepare and deliver a 
meal to a family. Collect and prepare items for a mission trip together. Clean 
up an elderly neighbor’s yard together. The possibilities are endless if our eyes 
are open. I know having a child with you may slow you down, but as much as 
possible let them serve with you. They will enjoy the time together and you 
will show them what it’s like to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
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day 29: family devotion (July 24)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Challenge you to find practical ways to serve our community

+  Motivate you to reach out to others around you and bless them

As a family, read the following verses and answer the questions below. 

READ Titus 3:8 & 14

+  Someone once said, “The light that shines the farthest shines the brightest 
at home.” How are you “shining the light” of Jesus here in our community?  
 

+  One of the reasons we are challenged to help others is so we will be 
fruitful in our work. How have you seen fruit produced through your service 
to others?  

+  What are some practical ways that your family could serve our 
community? Think of several possibilities. Examples include: your neighbors, 
the schools, sports teams, the Air Force Base, local hospitals, emergency 
response teams, the Police Department or Sheriff’s Office, etc.

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray that your family would be faithful in church attendance

+  Ask God for a passion and joy to meet with other believers regularly

+  Pray that your family will “stir up” others to do the same
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Day 30: SERVING OUR COMMUNITY (July 25)

Reflecting the Ultimate Servant in Our Community

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Think of someone who humbly serves your community. Do you think 
highly of them?

+  Community service can be seen as punishment, but is it admirable?

Philippians 2:6-7 says, “[Jesus] who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men.” 

How can followers of Jesus serve in a way that both reflects and represents the 
Ultimate Servant? Jesus gave up a seat in His heavenly kingdom to serve the 
sinful, the hateful, and the hurtful with the desire that they would ultimately 
trust in Him, turn around, and experience an unending reward. Can you 
comprehend that level of servanthood? In a decisive act of incredible humility, 
Jesus placed sinful humanity at the forefront of His mind and served them.

Humility does not abound these days. Our culture is all about “me, me, me.” 
Society is self-focused, self-serving, self-loving, and self-centered. How can 
we as Christians oppose that mentality; how can we penetrate a nation 
who focuses all of its attention on itself? Well, we serve the people they love 
the most - themselves! Followers of Jesus ought to show their friends and 
neighbors the love Jesus has for them, and from Jesus’ example, we do that 
best in humility through serving. 
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day 31: SERVING OUR COMMUNITY (July 26)

Traits of Thriving Churches in the Future

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What are some ingredients of a thriving church?

+  Do you feel like you’re a blessing to our community? 

2 Corinthians 5:14–15: “For the love of Christ controls us… that those 
who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their 
sake died and was raised.”  

Carey Nieuwhof, Pastor of Connexus Church outside of Toronto, wrote an 
article a few years ago characterizing the traits of churches that will impact 
the future. One of the traits that I found particularly engaging was this one: 
 Churches that become passionate about people outside their walls  
 will be far more effective than churches that are passionate about  
 keeping the few people they have inside their walls. Selfless and  
 mature churches will have an impact because of their passion for  
 people God cares about.

I believe that Second Baptist is thriving in this area right now. We are hitting 
our community with love, relationships, and the gospel. Our ONEWAY Ministry 
has seen such unbelievable growth because of the love and acceptance these 
people in our community feel week in and week out. Additionally, our church 
is in the process of expanding its area of influence in our community through 
our Victory Sports and Upward Ministries. Any given Saturday this past 
spring, there were 2,000 people showing up on campus from our community, 
simply to hang out together, play some ball, and enjoy life together. Even 
our fitness ministry, whose aim is to be a hand to our community in the area 
of wellness, because of a different vision and direction this year, has seen 
growth from about 12 to over 50 ladies. And it doesn’t stop there! We have 
many opportunities for people to engage the gospel because our church’s 
members are using their gifts and talents to serve the local church and serve 
our great community. Praise God!
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Day 32: SERVING OUR COMMUNITY (July 27)

Shut It Off or Shut Them Out

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Are you too busy to see God at work?

+  Going home, do you have any expectations of interacting with neighbors?

Mark 12:30-31: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second 
is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment 
greater than these.”  

I am probably incorrect in a few of my assumptions, but that’s what 
assumptions are: unproven hunches we get from time to time. Now, I don’t 
have any research to back this up, but I believe that most of us are moving, 
or have already moved, into a different day and time in terms of relationships 
with those in our community. I’m really blaming two guys: the inventor of the 
remote control garage door opener and Martin Cooper, the “father of the cell 
phone!” Yes, these two people may be the most important contributors to the 
cultural shift we have seen take place: not knowing our neighbors… at least 
not knowing them like we used to. 

Life seems different now than 20 years ago. Put yourself in the early 90’s. Didn’t 
kids play in the neighborhood more? Didn’t we talk to our neighbors more? 
Didn’t we casually invite people over to our houses more often? Maybe it’s me, 
but I think we use our phones both to communicate and not to communicate. 
Walk into a room where it’s uncomfortable and stuffy and what is your go-
to reaction now? We pull out our phones and either start scrolling or start 
texting. Our ability to interact with people in a personal way has strongly 
diminished. And garage doors may contribute to this phenomenon as well. 
As soon as we get home, we’re very quick to shut everybody else out in our 
neighborhoods and spend some time on the couch or on the back porch in 
privacy and family isolation. 

God wants us to live in community, to influence others through relationships 
and good conversation. As we seek ways to serve our neighbors, maybe we 
should get to know them. It made all the difference in the world for those who 
ran into Jesus. He cared about them, loved them, and spent time with them.
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day 33: SERVING OUR COMMUNITY (July 28)

Serving Through Our Circumstances

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Are you ready for God to use your circumstances to exhibit His power to 
those around you?

+  How well do you see God in your surroundings?

Philippians 1:12: “I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened 
to me has really served to advance the gospel.” 

It is important for us to see each situation we are experiencing as something 
God has readily approved!  Dr. Henry Blackaby says, “There are two ways to look 
at every situation: how it will affect you, and how it will affect God’s kingdom. 
Ask God to make you aware of how He could use your present circumstances 
to bless others.” 

As our community (co-workers, neighbors, coaches, classmates, dance 
teachers, etc) sees the difficulties and struggles we face on a month to month 
basis, we want them to see us struggle with joy, contentment, clarity, and hope 
so they would be more apt to see and trust Jesus. What if that is actually our 
responsibility? People are always looking for hope and happiness, and while 
the latter of the two is certainly temporary, the joy that we have in walking a 
faithful life with Christ gives others the fragrance that we have been around 
the Lord.

Perhaps someone around you needs to see the difference the presence of 
Christ makes in your life. God uses our life situations and other people to 
accomplish His purposes! Can He use you today to speak a kind word to a 
neighbor, or an encouraging email to your child’s coach, even if your week has 
been unusually long? God loves you in spite of who you are or what you have 
done, and we want our community to know that we can love Him in spite of 
our circumstances. 

Dr. Blackaby writes on this topic and more in the “Experiencing God Day by Day 
Devotional.”
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Day 34: SERVING OUR COMMUNITY (July 29)

Give Us Hearts of Servants

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How can you know you have the heart of a servant?

+  Is God calling you because you are equipped or because He will equip you?

2 Corinthians 4:5 reads, “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 

Mother Theresa said, “Love cannot remain by itself — it has no meaning. Love 
has to be put into action and that action is service.” As followers of Christ and 
servants in our community, our motivation isn’t to make people feel better; it is 
instead, to find ways of presenting the love of Christ to people. Not everyone is 
comfortable walking into a church building, so as we spend our precious free 
time serving, we pray for God to soften people’s hearts, enabling them to hear 
and receive the gospel. 

God has shaped us for his service. On one hand He has given us specific gifts 
to encourage the body of Christ and embolden the church. But also, there are 
other areas where we simply need to “be the church” and help in times where 
someone is needed. I have heard it said, “If you see a man fall into a ditch, God 
expects you to help him out, not say, ‘I don’t have the gift of mercy or service.’” 
Perhaps our primary ministry should be in the areas where we are gifted, but 
our secondary service is wherever we are needed.

I believe our maintenance team at Second would say that no special talent or 
gift is required to pick up trash or stack chairs. And God is surely glorified as we 
“proclaim not ourselves.” 
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day 35: SERVING OUR COMMUNITY (July 30)

Servant Evangelism

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Have you thought about serving as a doorway to evangelism?

+  Does the word “evangelism” scare you?

Galatians 6:10 says, “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people.” 

There is a very practical resource on how Christians can minister to our 
neighbors in a non-threatening environment. Dr. Joe Aldrich uses the term 
“servant evangelism,” which is the idea of sharing God’s love by serving others 
in practical ways without asking for or expecting anything in return. The focus 
of servant evangelism is doing acts of kindness for anyone and everyone. An 
example could be something as simple as handing out free water bottles at 
the park on a hot day (which our student ministry did for Sunrise City Church 
over spring break), or taking bags of food to needy families at Christmastime. 
The possibilities are endless, but the common denominator is that nothing 
is asked for in return. Romans 2:4 says that God’s kindness leads people to 
repentance.  

While servant evangelism is certainly a biblical practice, it is incomplete until 
the message of Jesus is relayed. Romans 10:17 tells us, “Faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about 
Christ.” To complete the process of evangelism, which is to bring someone to 
accepting Christ as their Savior, we need to present the gospel! And servant 
evangelism can be an effective doorway for someone to receive the message 
once he or she hears it. We serve with the blessed hope and prayer that Jesus 
will supernaturally transform hearts and minds! 

Dr. Aldrich’s book is called “Lifestyle Evangelism”
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Day 36: family devotion (July 31)

This family devotion intends to do two things:

+  Remind you to take the message of the gospel to “all nations”

+  Challenge you to commit everything to Jesus obey His commands

As a family, read the scripture from today’s sermon and answer the questions 
below. 

READ Mark 2:13-17

+  What does Jesus mean when He says, “Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick”?  

+  Does your family view evangelism and soul winning as an important part 
of your calling and commission? 

+  Who will you share the gospel with? Take a moment and make a list 
of names – neighbors, friends, teachers, family members – that need a 
relationship with Jesus. Make it a point to share the gospel with them.  

+  Will you pray about going on a mission trip, whether across the street or 
across the globe?

PRAY AS A FAMILY

+  Pray that your family would view worship as a lifestyle, not an event

+  Ask that God would give you a desire to die to self and live for Him 

+  Pray that your family would be transformed by the power of God
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day 37: SERVING THE WORLD (August 1)

Jesus As A Servant

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Who should we listen to when it comes to serving?

+  What is every believer called to do?

Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

This world has all sorts of ideas about what it means to serve or be a servant. 
In fact, the word “servant” seems to have a negative connotation. But if Jesus is 
our example, to serve is one of the greatest things we could ever do. A servant 
is one of the greatest things we could ever be. Jesus came to this earth as a 
servant. He washed the disciples’ feet. He gave His life as a ransom for sinners. 
We are called to follow the example of Christ. We were born to manifest God’s 
glory. And as we let our light shine, we give other people permission to do the 
same.  Jesus says in Matthew 5:14-16,  “You are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

When Jesus speaks about serving, we should listen to Him. The God of the 
universe came as a Man to serve. The word He uses for servant is the Greek 
word diakoneō which is where we get the name “deacon” and diakoneō 
means “to be a servant of, to serve, wait upon, or minister to.” That is what 
every believer is called to do. Not to be a deacon, but to be a servant of the 
members of Christ’s Body, the church.  He served to the uttermost, giving His 
very “life as a ransom for many.” Those “many” are those who freely choose to 
repent, confess their sins, and trust in Him as Redeemer. 
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Day 38: SERVING THE WORLD (August 2)

Slaves For Christ

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What must we consider ourselves to be if we’re going to serve Christ?

+  What did Jesus take the form of when He left heaven?

Philippians 2:5-7 “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.”  

We don’t need a new brain but we do need a new MIND. There are people in 
this world with great brains but terrible minds. We need the mind of Christ 
in us. Our mind contains our attitudes, desires and will to surrender our lives. 
Robert Murray M’Cheyne said, “It’s not great talents that God blesses, but great 
likeness to Jesus.” Christ came wearing the uniform of a common man while 
bearing within the high rank of Almighty God! “The form of a bond-servant.” 
He entered humanity at the lowest level—as a humble slave. He didn’t merely 
appear as a servant but took on all that a servant is and does. 

Paul uses a different form of the word for servant here. The fact is that almost 
in every place where the word servant is used in the New Testament, it is the 
Greek word doulos which means a “slave, bondman, man of servile condition.”  
Jesus had all glory with the Father in heaven yet emptied Himself of His glory 
and took “the form of a servant.”  Even though He is equally God He didn’t 
count it as something to grasp or hold on to but for our sake gave His life.  To 
be a servant of Christ means we must be His slave and do all that He asks us 
to do (Matt 28:18-10; Acts 1:8).  This means we should also “have this mind 
among” us.  This is so easy to say, but so very difficult to do.



43

day 39: SERVING THE WORLD (August 3)

Servants of the Lord

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Who do we actually serve when we serve others? 

+  Instead of men, whom does our inheritance come from?

Colossians 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and 
not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance 
as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” 

What is the soil of your heart like? Is it growing and producing fruit for the 
Kingdom of Heaven? Are you using your life for eternity?

“I will not waste my life! I will finish my course and finish it well. I will display 
the Gospel of the grace of God in all I do. I will run my race to the end.” Paul 
the Apostle
 
“God created me—and you—to live with a single, all-embracing, all-
transforming passion—namely, a passion to glorify God by enjoying and 
displaying his supreme excellence in all the spheres of life.” John Piper

“You get one pass at life. That’s all. Only one. And the lasting measure of that 
life is Jesus Christ.” John Piper

Whatever we are doing we should be doing it “for the Lord and not for men” 
because our “inheritance” will ultimately be from Jesus Christ and not from 
men. When we serve others we are actually serving Christ. Jesus said “if anyone 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is My disciple, 
truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward” (Matt 10:42). So 
even though we are not giving a cold drink to Jesus (or helping out someone 
financially, giving them food, our time, or our attention) when we serve others 
it’s like giving Jesus a cold drink of water. For when we do it for others, Jesus 
sees it as doing it for Him.
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Day 40: SERVING THE WORLD (August 4)

Servants of One Another

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  What do most Christians focus on when they come to church?

+  Who will you serve?

Galatians 5:13 “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another.”

A recent survey was given to multiple denominations with the following 
question: What is the purpose of the church? Eighty-two percent responded, 
“to meet the needs of its members.” Some people come to church only to be 
served. They don’t get it. They should come to serve others and not come 
expecting to be served. We are commanded, “through love [to] serve one 
another.”  Love is a verb. It is action oriented. Love is not so much a feeling but 
it’s what you do in obedience to Christ’s command to serve. What we are to 
do is to serve others and do this serving in love, not grudgingly or expecting 
anything in return 

It was this love which existed in the mind of God from eternity, and in the 
exercise of which He so loved our guilty world as to give His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believes in Him, should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. It was on the wings of love that the Son of God flew from heaven to earth 
on an errand of mercy to our lost world. It was love that moved in the minds 
and hearts of the apostles, and urged them with the glad tidings of salvation, 
from country to country. The whole missionary enterprise is founded, not 
of course on the basis of brotherly kindness, but on that of love. All those 
splendid instances that have been presented to us are the operations of this 
Divine love.
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day 41: SERVING THE WORLD (August 5)

Servants of All

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  Have we sought to finish the work God has given us to do? 

+  Will we cry, “I am finished” or “It is finished” when God calls us home?

Mark 9:35 “And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, 
“If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 

Winston Churchill, prime minister of England both during WWII and again 
from 1951-55, was indeed a “great” man by any worldly standard. He is rightly 
reputed to be one of the greatest wartime leaders of the modern era. But 
“greatness” does not necessarily translate into “goodness.”
“Many,” said the great preacher Charles Spurgeon, “wishing to be great have 
failed to be good.”

In God’s Kingdom, greatness is not measured by accomplishment, but 
by character—character marked by humility, servanthood, and most 
importantly, agape love. No doubt, Churchill, though flawed by perfectionism 
and impatience, was at heart a deeply caring and compassionate man. 
Nevertheless, accomplishment and position are no excuses for thinking 
oneself “better” than any other.

Just like most of Jesus’ teachings, this goes against the grain of the world’s 
thinking. To be first we must put ourselves last. The one who would be first 
must be the servant of all and this is certainly not the way of the world. Isn’t it 
like God that His ways are in direct conflict with the ways most people think. 
Even in the church? I am on staff, but really I serve the church. Since the foot 
of the cross is level ground I am no better or no worse than anyone else in the 
church. I must serve Christ and by serving Christ I must serve others. “Sitting 
down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be 
the very last, and the servant of all.’”
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Day 42: SERVING THE WORLD (August 6)
God’s Servants in Society

Questions for you to think about as you read:

+  How should we respond to the authority placed over us? 

+  Who instituted the authorities that exist?

Romans 13: 1-5 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and God has instituted those 
that exist. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are 
not terrors to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the 
one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, 
an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake 
of conscience.”

We’ve looked at the purpose of government and discovered that it is an 
institution ordained of God. There is a myth that says Christians today should 
not influence or be involved in politics. We’ve been told that politics are dirty 
or nonspiritual. Perhaps the only reason that politics have become dirty 
and nonspiritual is because a large majority of Christians have abandoned 
this God ordained biblical institution. Proverbs 29:2 gives the basic reason 
why corruption exists in government. It states, ”when the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked rule, the people mourn”. 
And so it follows that it is not possible to elect righteous folks to govern over 
us if true Christians are not attempting to run for public office. 

When we disobey the laws we are really resisting God. He has sovereignly 
placed those in authority over us and those who are in authority are His 
representatives on earth. Just as Romans chapter 12 describes how Christians 
should relate to one another, Romans 13 shows how Christians should relate 
to those who are in authority in the world. Whether they are in the church 
or not.  These “rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.” If we are 
obedient to the laws of the land we have no reason to fear them; however, if 
we disobey them and break the law we have every reason to fear because not 
only are we disobeying them, we are indirectly disobeying God.
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Ladies Conference September 23rd & 24th
Speakers: Jennifer Rothschild, Stormie Omartian, & 
Karen Abercrombie (“Miss Clara” from War Room)

Worship Leader: Meredith Andrews
Tickets available to purchase: 

freshgroundedfaith.com/warner-robins-ga/
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Jim Perdue, Pastor
2504 Moody Rd.  |  Warner Robins, GA 31088  |  (478) 923-7101

www.secondfamily.tv

One of the best ways to show people we care about them is to 
serve them. If we want to reach the world for Jesus, we need to 
first serve the Lord and then serve others. Join us for Serve: 40 
Days of Irresistible Influence as we learn about serving God’s way.   

Matthew 20:26-28 says, “It shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would 
be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

John 12:26 says, “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where 
I am, there will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will 
honor him.”


