
Quiet Time – Wednesday 16 July 2015  

Our theme this week is “BEYOND”. We will be discovering what 
it means to go BEYOND our current relationship with Jesus 
Christ! Who wants “typical” faith anyway? We will talk about 
learning to go BEYOND everyday faith.  

Today we will start in some familiar territory – James 2. In Vacation Bible School we talked about James 
2:14-26. Pastor Drew taught us about a deeper faith than the average church member has. True faith 
results in eternal life and is shown in our actions. Our actions often show what we truly believe. 
 
Read James 2:14-26.  Now memorize James 2:26 
 
These verses tell us that correct faith in God always results in a change in our actions. Many people think 
that they can say “I believe in Jesus,” and that will get them into heaven. Is that correct? ______ If you 
answered yes you could be right, and if you answered no you could also be right – it all depends on what 
you mean by believe! 
 
Let’s investigate a kind of belief that doesn’t result in eternal life. Look at James 2:19. Who does this 
verse say believes in God? _________________ In fact, they believe in God very much, so much that 
they shudder, or tremble and quake in fear. That is pretty serious belief. But we know they are not going 
to be with God in heaven for eternity – their actions prove that their faith is dead. So believing a bunch 
of facts about Jesus clearly isn’t true faith – we have to move BEYOND that kind of belief. 
 
So what does real faith look like? It is realizing how much we don’t deserve heaven, that we can’t get to 
heaven on our own because of our sin, realizing that Jesus died to pay for our sin,  accepting that gift of 
salvation from Jesus, and committing to making him our Savior and Lord. Now look at James 2:26. It tells 
us that faith without __________ is dead. No one wants a dead faith. We want a faith that results in 
eternal life. This verse tells us correct faith will always be shown by our works – our actions. So what 
about you? Describe your faith in Jesus.   ___________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you really memorized James 2:26 you should still know it. Without looking at the verse, write it here. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Could you do it? If not spend more time memorizing it.) 
 
Spend time praying. Thank God for giving you the opportunity to know him and to know his word. Tell 
God that you realize that his ways are the best ways and that you want to follow them. Ask God to show 
you how your faith can grow at camp. Ask him to teach you this week. Let Him know that you are ready 
to listen and obey what He tells you.  



Quiet Time – Tuesday 17 July  

Ephesians 2 has a great picture of what we are like before and 
after salvation. We are going to study that and see that God has 
saved us so we can move beyond our current faith, follow Him, 
and glorify Him. 

Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Memorize Ephesians 2:8 

Now read Ephesians 2:1-10 again and answer these questions: 

1. We were all under God’s curse and doomed. What doomed us? (verse 1) ___________________ 
2. Before salvation, people go along with the crowd and obey who? (v2) ___________________ 
3. Verse 3 tells us we started out bad, our lives showing the evil in us, and that as a result we were 

under the anger of whom? __________________ 
4. What is God rich in? (v4) ____________________________________ 
5. We were spiritually dead because of our sin, but God gave us back what? (v5) _______________ 
6. According to verse 8, how is a person saved? ________________________________________ 
7. Salvation is NOT a reward for good that we have done. What would we probably do if it were? 

(v9) ______________________________________________________________________ 
8. God gave us new life in Christ Jesus and planned long ago for us to do something once we were 

saved. What is that something? (v10) _____________________________ 

This passage gives us a very clear picture of what people (like us!!) are like without Christ. Verses 1-3 
show us we were pretty bad – in fact, awful. But there is a wonderful phrase that starts verse 4 “But 
God…” Isn’t it great that we were cursed and doomed because of our sin and deserved punishment, BUT 
GOD showed us mercy and love and gave us life by Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection? 

Have you accepted God’s gift of salvation? He loves you and wants to spend eternity with you. Jesus 
died for you to pay for your sins. All you have to do is Accept that payment, Believe in Jesus, and 
Confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior. It really is as easy as A-B-C. If you have already accepted Jesus as 
your Savior, take a few minutes right now to thank him for salvation. If you haven’t already accepted 
Jesus, now would be a great time! Go get one of our adult leaders and find out exactly how to do that. 

Write Ephesians 2:8 ___________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________. It tells us that we are saved by grace through 
faith and it is all about what God has done for us through Christ and not what we can do ourselves – in 
other words, get your eyes off yourself and fix them on God and his salvation. 

Take a few minutes and pray. Thank God that even though you were dead and doomed because of your 
sin, He saved you. Thank him for changing your life completely. Thank him for his grace and mercy 
toward you. Finally, ask him to help you fix your eyes on him. Commit to him that you will do what He 
wants you to do.  

  



Quiet Time – Wednesday 18 July  

This week are learning that God wants us to have an incredible 
faith in Him. We also learned that while good works cannot save 
us, Jesus can and, after we have been saved God intends for us 
to follow him completely. Today we will look at a cool result of 
our obedience in following him. 

Read John 12: 23-26 (it’s written below.) Memorize John 12:26. 

But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. 24 Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant 
will be also. If anyone serves me, him My Father will honor. 

In verse 23 Jesus says that “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified” What do you 
think that He meant by that? ___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verse 24 Jesus then told his disciples that He was about to die on the cross for their sins. He used a 
picture of a wheat seed being planted, dying as a seed, and producing a wheat plant with lots more 
wheat. Jesus was using the wheat seed to illustrate that He was about to die, but He would resurrect 
and then lots people would trust Him and become Christians. 

In verses 25-26 Jesus starts talking about us, His followers. What will happen to the person who loves his 
life? _______________________________________ What will happen to the person who hates his life 
in this world? _________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus tells us that to serve Him we must follow Him and be with him. What are some areas that you 
could follow Jesus more closely? __________________________________________________________ 
What are some things that you could do this week to get closer to Jesus? _________________________ 
_________________________________________________ Now, will you do them? ________ 

Finally, Jesus tells us one of the results of serving Him. He says (verse 26) “If anyone serves Me, him My 
Father will honor.” Did you get that? If you will serve Jesus, God will honor you! We have been talking 
this week about going beyond normal faith God – one of the best ways to grow your faith in God is to 
serve him. Find out what he wants you to do and the do it! We serve a great God. 

Take a few minutes and pray. Thank God for saving you and allowing you to follow Jesus. Thank Him for 
giving you eternal life. Commit to doing anything that He shows you that you need to do to get closer to 
Him. Commit to having faith in him alone and following him today.  
 


