
HOPEHOPE
This first week of Advent we are focusing on the aspect of hope.
Oftentimes, we think of hope as a verb or an action that we do, sort
of like a wish. We hope for a good grade on a test, a promotion at
work, or for God to provide a need or desire.

Let’s take a moment and focus on a different type of hope. Have you
considered the hope that we receive when we become a child of God
anand what that means? This isn’t an action, but a noun or thing. 

Webster’s dictionary defines the noun hope as, “a feeling of trust.”
Romans 5:13 says, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.” God’s hope fills us when we trust Jesus as our Lord
and Savior. This hope redefines our lives and makes what should be
impossible–possible. It makes us new creations in Christ! It gives us
aan assurance that our sins are wiped away and we are made as white
as snow in the eyes of God. This verse says it also fills us with joy and 
peace, two other topics we will be talking about this Advent Season. 

It’s important to talk about the hope we have in Jesus because 
without it, we lack the true meaning of Christmas–the miraculous 
hope we put in a baby who came to earth to save us. Before we look
deeper into the other elements of Advent in the coming weeks,
cconsider this: has there been a time in your life when you put aside 
own, self-made hope and exchanged it for the hope found in Jesus? 

If not, what is stopping you? This Christmas season could be the best
one yet because you can abound in a hope that is not temporary, but 
eternal and rooted hope in the love of God.

For a digital copy of these devotionals, visit secondfamily.tv/advent.
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HOPEHOPE
Hope Discussion Questions:

Kids
– What are you hoping for for Christmas this year?  
– Who do you trust and why? 
– What can you be certain of this Christmas season?  

Students
– – What do you put your hope (or trust) in besides Jesus? 
– Name 2 friends you will pray for and share the hope of Jesus 
with this Christmas. Stop and pray for them now!

Adults 
– What is one area in your life you are currently not abounding in 
hope? Will you choose to surrender that to Christ? 
– How can you diligently choose to practice a feeling of trust in 
GGod when circumstances are hard? 
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