
JOYJOY
Christmas is known for being “the most wonderful time of the year!” 
Did you just sing that line in your head? Caught ya! There are so
many reasons why this is a wonderful season. You may think of the
presents, the decorations, the time with family, and the amazing food.
Or maybe it’s the fact that everyone is so joyful and willing to give
more during this holiday than any other. Either way, there seems to
bbe joy in the air! While there can certainly be joy for all of these
awesome traditions, we know the real reason to be joyful during the
Christmas season: the birth of Jesus. However, we often stop there:
the BIRTH of Jesus. Was this a miracle in and of itself? Absolutely! 
And we need to celebrate it. But have you ever thought about all that
would come as a result of the birth of Jesus? 

The birth of Jesus is just the beginning of the best news we will ever
hhear. Jesus would go on to live a perfect life, die in our place, and
rise again. Hebrews 12:2 says, “looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the JOY that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.” Jesus went to the cross JOYFULLY
because he knew what was to come. As a result of his joy to be 
obedient to the Father, we are now made whiter than snow. This news
iis so wonderful that our response should be to praise the Lord with all
joy! Despite our circumstances, we should be joyful because we know
the gospel ministers to every part of our lives. Therefore, when you
sing “Joy to the World,” think about the miracle of Jesus’ birth while
praising Him for making us whiter than snow. 

For a digital copy of these devotionals, visit secondfamily.tv/advent.
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JOYJOY
Joy Discussion Questions:

Kids
– Why is this the most wonderful time of the year for you?
– What is it about Jesus’ birth that makes you joyful? 

Students
– What is the difference between joy and happiness?
– – Are you able to be joyful while suffering? Why?

Adults 
– Think back to a time when things were really difficult. Were you
joyful despite the circumstances? How would those circumstances
be different if you had been joyful?
– Pause and praise God for how He has made you whiter than snow 
because of his joy to suffer for us.
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