
PEACEPEACE
In Bethlehem on the first Christmas, strangers and friends alike 
greeted each other with the traditional Jewish greeting “Shalom”, 
which means “Peace.” Shalom was offered as a traditional salutation 
by Jews when meeting or parting. It suggested security, well-being, 
and a blessing of unity that tied people together by their faith in 
Jehovah. The peace of Shalom was the longing of every soul.

TThe angels’ message to the shepherds that night was “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill toward men.” But on Jesus’ 
first advent, there was no peace on earth. Instead, there was conflict 
and fear everywhere. The trouble that was present in Bethlehem then 
is present today also. Conflict without and within reflect deeply the 
rooted sin in the fallen world. Peace is still the longing of every soul.

The peace that the world offers is uncertain and temporary at best. 
TThe peace that only Christ can give comes originally when we accept
Him as our Savior. His punishment on the cross brought our peace, 
our restored relationship with God that was severed by our sin. Then,
as we walk in this chaotic world, peace comes when we focus on the
Prince of Peace, rather than our circumstances. When things are not
peaceful, we need to remember and rehearse the promises of God. 
During this advent season, claim this promise: “You will keep him in
pperfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.” 
(Isaiah 26:3) Peace comes with a daily decision to trust God and live 
with His peace in your heart. When we look at today’s troubles 
through the lens of the promises of scripture, we gain a different 
perspective. We have a Savior who is not surprised about chaos and 
conflict in the world because He has a plan–He is coming again!   

Jesus’ first advent declared the promise of peace but His second
aadvent will bring that promise to fruition! We rejoice and give praise
for His first advent in Bethlehem, but that is only the beginning of the
story. We look forward with eager anticipation and confident
assurance that the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords will come
again and “make all things new.” (Rev. 21:5) The proclamation of the
angels will be realized. Finally, there will be “peace on earth and good
will toward men.” So, as you celebrate Jesus’ first coming, envision
HHis second coming and see your circumstances in light of that tim
when peace will prevail.

For a digital copy of these devotionals, visit secondfamily.tv/advent.
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PEACEPEACE
Treasure this truth in your heart. Live it out in your home. Complete
your Christmas to-do list with the motivation of glorifying Christ
with your mind focused on Him. Let this be a small representation
of peace on earth–beginning with you. Declare with St. Francis of
Assisi, “Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace.” 

Peace Discussion Questions:

KKids
– The people of God in the Old Testament looked forward to the
promise of God that He would send a Messiah, a Savior. What are
you looking forward to this Christmas?
– How is the peace Jesus offers different from the world’s peace?  

Students
– What do you think St. Francis of Assisi meant when he asked the
LLord, “Make me an instrument of Your peace.” How do you think
you could do that? Be specific. (Hint: Google the rest of the quote.)
– Jesus says the peace we find in Him is different from the peace we 
find from the things of the world.  List anything you can think of 
that a person might turn to for peace.

Adults 
– Can you think of a time when you’ve experienced peace in your 
oown life? If so, describe that experience. What cause the turmoil 
that preceded it? What contributed to the peace that came?
– Brainstorm ideas with your family about how you might be able to
extend the peace of the Lord during this season. How could you
be a blessing to a friend, neighbor, or family member?
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